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A Conſpiracy of the Spa- 
mards againſt the State 
of Venice, &C. 


prizes Conſpiracics are ccr- 
tainly of greatelt conlc- 
quence 3 tor Courage, Pru- 
dence and Fidclity, being e- 
qually requilite to every 
Mcmber,are Qualities rare in 
thcmſclves,thereforc mucli more rarely tound 
to concur in fingle perſons. We arc inclined 
tor the molt part to flattcr our ſelves with an 
opinion of b-ing butter beloved than we arc, 
c{pecially when our Mcrit ſcconds our Bclict, 
and we have been ttudious in the Art of obli- 
ging. Hence ſome Principe] Confpirators are 
drawn to rely cutiicly upon the Atl.ction of 
their Party 3 but there is fcearce anyFricndthip 
{o powcrtul as the tear of Death; for Atection 
if it prove viotent, perverts the [udgment mn 
all occurrences oiggurprize » the aids of Dit- 
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4 'A Conſpiracyof the Spaniards, 
cretion being ſeldom at hand : and whoſoever 
give violent inſtances of their Love towards 
any one thing, betray Infirmity and too much 
Subjection to their Paſſions. 

Ifa Conſpirator on the other hand be a 
man of Judgment, and that there is no reaſon 
to ſuſpe his Prudence, then the ſame Vertue 
tempers his ardour, and renders his Zeal leſs 
aQive than the others : he is apter to fall into 
the contemplation of the great hazard to 
which he is expoſed,and of the Methods wilſe- 
ly to diſengage him to weigh that the pro- 
fits accrewing: by the Conſpiracy are uncer- 
tain, and that to reveal it to ſuch againſt 
whom it is contrived, his Reward is ſurc. 
Moreover the general Talents and Abilities of 
Men are the produd for the moſt part of their 
Experience, and their reaſonings ſcldom prove 
ſolid in affairs unpraQtifed Wiſdom being a 
profiting from Errors committed,and collec- 
ing thence Rules for our ſafer Government in 
the future. 

But fince there is no compariſon, either 
for the danger, or the difficulty, between a 
Conſpiracy, and any other kind of Enterprizc; 
(no Experience whatſoever in other affairs be- 
ing able in any meaſure to enlizhten Us in the 
conduct and managcements of this) to be ſafe 
therefore againſi the comm(ſlion of any conſi- 
derable Exrour, imployes 9. a:1utintance, in 

— 


no 


- 


-— 
. % 


- 
. % 


againſt the State of Venice, 5 
che Profeſſion, and it is very rare to find a per- 
ſon that has been twice Engaged in Aﬀairs of 
this kind: for if he fucceed mn his firſt Attempt, 
the profits that accrew thereupon ſecure him 
againſt the need of expoſing himſelf to a ſe- 
cond danger 3 and if he —_ he is cither 
cruſhed in the ruines,or will hardly be drawn 
to run a ſecond riſque, it he eſcape. To theſe 
hazards we muſt add,that how deteſted ſoever 
a Tyrant may be, yet Self-Love proves ever 
more powerful than our Hate towards others: 
For it js not enough that Conſpirators be real- 
ly men of Fidelity, it every Mcmber be not fo 
poſſeſi of all his Companions 3 and a Leader 
ought to haves ſcrious and equal regard even 
to the Panick Fears, and the moſt airy Imagi- 
nations that may occur,as to the ſolider and 
more important dithcultics of his Enterprize , 
as being equally capable of miſchief: For a ſin- 
plc Word ſpoken upon a Foreign Subjet 3 a 
zeſture, without any deſign, may beget a ſuſ- 
picivon of Treachery, and cauſe a precipitate 
Execution : alſo a Circumſtance of time , 
or place, being in it (elf of no confidera- 
tion, may yet occafion much Surprize and Ap- 
prehenſion - and all this, from the difficulty 
of providing againlt ſuch variety of Chances. 
For ſuch is the nature of man, that he fancies 
every body diſcyphers his heart, and ftudies 
to ſuſpe& he is diſcovered from all that is ſaid 
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6 AConſpiracyof the Spaniards 

or done in his preſence;and the Conſcience of 
ouilt corrupting our Reaſon attaqu's us by c- 
very objet. And now if the difficultics are 
inſuperable in Conlpiracics againſt ſingle Per- 
ſons. What judgment can be made upon the in- 
vading, of Multitudes, and when we aſpire to 
to the Vſurpation of whole Cities or States, 
whercin will be requir'd more time to con- 
trive anddigelt, and greater numbers to cx- 
ecute the Deſign ? Theſe Refleftions have 
taught me to conſider ſuch Enterprizes as 
points of Hittory, of all others the moſt moral 
and inſ{trucivc,and arc my Motive to the ma- 
king publick a Conſpiracy of an Embaſſadour 
from the Court of Spain to the State of Venice 
againſt that Common-wecalth, about titty fix 
years fincc. 

I know not whether or no my Judgment 
may have bccn ſeduced by my afte&ion to the 
Subject I have undertaken 3 though I mult in- 
genuouſly avow, I know none that affords 
greater inſtance of the cfe&s of Prudcnce in 
the Tranſactions of the World,or of Chancc;of 
the valt extent of Humane Wit, and its vari- 
ous confines, of its Elkevations' the molt afpi- 
Ting, and its moſt ſecret Failings, the infinite 
circumſpection neceſſary to Government ; the 
difference between Good and Evil Arts, and 
between Wiſdom and Subtilty : and if Malice 
be *moſt hateful in the Ws of things the 
| . gt 
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againſt the State of Venice, 7 
moſt excellent,then may this Hiſtory be an ar- 
gument Of our greatex Horror, where we find 
the moſt excellent Qualities employed to an 
End the moſt deteliable. And hence a wiſe 
Greek, as we read, obſerving a Criminal per- 
fiſt in an untruth amidlt his torments with a 
marvelous Conltancy, could not forbear ex- 
claiming > Oh «nfortunate wretch, that could 
wſe ſo excellent aVertne to ſo baſe a purpoſe! 

The difference between Paxl the fitth, and 
the Republick ot Venice being compoſed by the 
power of France with the Honour due to the 
Holy See,and the delicrved Glory of the Vene- 
tians, Spain alone found thence ſubject of 
Complaint; tor having eſpouſed the Papal In- 
tereſt, and propoling to reduce the Venetians 
by force ot Arms, they were offended that a 
Treaty ſhould be entred upon with ſo little xe- 
gard to themz but having more narrowly ſtu- 
died the fecret of that Accommodation, they 
found no juſt occafion of Complaint againtt his 
Holineſs,6c that the Contempt which appear- 
cd to have been doneto them in that Affair, 
proceeded wholly from the Venerians : for it 
was the Senate that endeavoined to exclude 
them (in {ome fort) the Mcdiation, pretend- 
ing they could not well be Judges that had 
ſhewed fomuch partiality. How dittalictul 
loever this Injury might be, yct they gave no 
hint of their iglaggment during the reign of 
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3 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 
Henry the fourth 3 the Obligations which that 
Prince ſtood in towards the Venetiaus were 
too publick, and the Care he expreſt of their 
TIntergſt during their difference with the Court 
of Rome was no leſs 3 but his Death ſetting the 
Spaniard at Liberty,there wanted then nothing 
but a Pretext. | 

' There inhabited in the Territory of the 
houſe of Anſtria, in the quarter coaſting upon 
the Adriatick aud contiguous to that of the 
Penetians, a neſt of Pyrats known by the name 
of —_ : theſe Pilfecers having committed 
innumerable violences upon the Subjects of 
the Republick,' were protected by the Arch- 
DukeFerdinand deGratz thenSovercign of that 
Country and afterwards Emperorzhimſclt was 
a very Pious Prince, but his Miniſters were 
ſharers in the booty with the Vſcocks, and be. 
ing avowed Friends to the Spaniard made 
uſe of this occaſion to revenge them on the 
Venetians. | FE 

The Emperor Matthias moved by the juſt in- 
ſtances of the Republick compoſed this diffe- 
rence at Vienna in February Anno Dom. 1612. 
but the Accomodation was fo ill obſerved on 
the part of the Arch-Duke that they came at 
length to an open War,whercin he was not fo 
clear a Gainer as the Spaniards had propoſed 
to themſelves. 

The Venetians by their goggl conduct =—_ 
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againſt the State of Venice. 9 
repgired the ſlight Damages they ſuſtained in 
ſome little Encounters, and being at that time 
ſecure againſt the leaſt apprehenſion of the 
Turks, they were better able to ſupport the 
War, than the Arch-Duke. That Prince was 
at length preſſed by the Emperor to make a 
Peace in contemplation of theGrand Seignor's 
menacing of Hungary 3 himſelf allo became 
cngaged in a very conſiderable expence in fa; 
vour of his Election to the Kingdom of Bohe- 
mia, which happened ſoon after : The Spa- 
aiard would gladly have contributcd towards 
the continuation cf this War,had not that alſo 
in which they were then engaged with Charls 
Emmanuel Duke of Savoy forbid the ſeparati- 
on of their Forces, and that Duke being ſup- 
plicd with large Sums from the Republiek 
could by no means be wrought to violate his 
Amity with them. The Spaniſh Council laid 
deeply to heart the exceeding proſperity of the 
Afﬀairs of Venice,and the ſoft 6 peaccableTem- 
per of King Philip, and that of his Favourite 
the Duke of Lerma, ſuggeſtcd little or no pros» 
ſpec of a redreſs : But a Miniſter of theirs,r-- 
ſident at that time in Italy, not guilty of the 
ſame Moderation, undertook the bufinels 3 
and this was Don Alphonſo de 12 Cueva Mar- 
quis of Bedamar, Ordinary Ambaſſador at Ve- 
nice, 2 Man of the moſt exalted Underſtanding 


and dangerous Spiyit that Spain has ever pro- 
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10 AConſpiracy of the Spaniards 

duced :- his own Writings,that are yet extant 
ſpeak him qualified with all the requitits that 
Hiſtorians ancient and modern have fct down 
to compoſe an extraordinary Man 3 he come 
parcd paſt Tranſactions with the Occurrences 
of his own time, he obſerved exactly the dit- 
fcrences and refemblances of Aﬀairs, and how 
much thoſe whichſeem to be alike arc changed 
by what is different; he was able to give his 
judgment of the flue from the tirſt draught & 
project of any Enterprize : It he found he had 
propheticd amifs,he would trace hisError back 
ro the {ource, and learn the true cauſe of his 
miſtake; by this ftudy he became throughly 
accuainted with the fureſt Mcthods, the tructi 
Mcans, «nd the mott material Circumltances 
that preſtige ſuccels to any great Adventure, 
and render them tor the moit part profpcrous; 
his practice of perpetual reading, meditation, 
and obſcrvance of Tranſactions ot the world, 
had raiſed him to that high pitch of Wiſdom, 
that his conjcCturcsas to the refit of anyAtair 
were clicemed in the Court of Spain as to ma- 
ny Prophcfics. To this profound Learning 1n 
the nature of preat Aﬀairs was joyncd a lin- 
gular Dextcrity in the conductive part, a Faci- 
lity in ſpeaking and writing with a moſt 
charming, elegance, a marv<lous Felicity in 
thc knowledgot men,a Behuviour ever pay and 
open, wherein one read gg Wat than pre- 
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againſt the State of Venice, 11 


vity, ſo remote from Difſimulation as to look 
like Simplicity,a Humour free and compliſant, 
and ſo much the more impenetrable by how 
much every body thought they underſtood 
him of Manners, foft, infinuating and in- 
dearing, whereby he {(crewed himſelf into the 
molt dark and dithcult Secrets, always preſer- 
ving a pertec& calm and (crenity of Countc- 
nancc amidlt the molt violent and crucl agita- 
tations of Spirit, The Spaniſh Minitters had 
at that timc a great aſcendent on the Govern- 
ments wherein they retided, and the Marquis 
of Bedamar was choſen tor Venigg in the year 
1607. as to the molt difhcult of all Forreign 
Employments, wherein he could hope no 
aſliftance from either Women, ' Prieſt, or Fa- 
vorite 3 the Council of Spain was fo well 
pleaſed with his Miniſtery, that how needtul 
(ocver his ſervice was to them at home, yet in 
the ſpace of fix years they could not rctolve to 
recal him. So long a Reſidence gave him lot- 
ſure to [tudy the principles of that Govern- 
ment,to penctrate their molt retired Cabinets, 
to diſcover their fircngths and weakneſſes, 
thcir advantages and defccts3 He foreſecing 
that the Arch-Duke would be neccflitated to 
make a Pcace,and that it would rctic& ſhame. 
fully upon them, the Injury being wholly on 
thcir part, he refolveth to embarque in ſome 
Dctign 2 _— mjghg prevent it : he conſidered 
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12 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 

that the preſent ſtate of Aﬀairs in Venice did 
not render the Deſign of maſtering it impradi- os 
cable,by the Intelligence he had acquired & the *' 
Forces he was able to provide. Their Armies 

had dreined their Magazines of Arms, and 

had in a greater meaſure diminiſhed their Peo- b 
ple capable of bearing themzand as their Navy 

had never been in a more flouriſhing condition, 

ſo theirSenate had never been conſidered (o for- 
midablc, or held a better opinion of their own 
Security: howbeit,this invincible Fleet was ob- 
liged to be till hovering upon the Coaſt of 
Itria,the then ſeat of the War 3 the Army too , 
was as remote fo that in Venice there was f 
ſcarce any thing that could ſuggeſt a reaſon a- 
gainſt the deſcent of the Spaniſh Naval Army : 

To render this deſcent more ſecure, the Mar- 
quis of Bedamar reſolved to poſſcſs himſelf of 
two principal poſts,and thoſe were the place of 

St. Mark & the Arſenal, but he conſidered the 
difficulty would be great, without ſome acci- 
dent to diſturb the repoſe the City at preſent 
enjoyed 3 he propoſed therefore the applying q 
fire in ſeveral places the moſt combuſtible and 

the moſtneedful of rclief about theCity.He was 

not over-haſty in rendring an account hercof 

to his Maſter, knowing how tender moſt Prin- \ 
ces are of explaining themſelves upon Aﬀairs * 
of this nature until they arc ripened to a degree 


of affording nothing more to execute, but an 
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againſt the State of Vernice, 13 
aſſurance of poſſeſſion, in cafe it take effe&z 
he — himſelf barely to remark to the 
Duke of Uſeda principal Secretary of State, 
that upon conſidering the diſhonour theHouſe 
of Auſtria had ſultained by the inſolent be- 
haviour of the Vexerians during the War of 
Friol, and that all the-means that had been pro- 
poſed for an accord, both at Vienna and elſe- 
where, reſulted in Ignominie and Contemptz 
he conſidered himſelt in a Station whereinNa- 
ture, as well as Policy, did oblige a faithful 
Subject to have recourſe to all imaginableArts, 
to preſerve his Prince and Country, from an 
Infamy otherwiſe inevitablezand thatCare be- 
came eſpecially incumbent on him in regard of 
the Employment he exerciſed, wherein ha- 
ving continually before his cyes the very Sour- 
ces and Spring-heads of thoſe evils fo impor- 
tant of Redre(s,no man was 2 better Judg than 
himſelf what fort of Remedy to apply,and that 
he would attempt to acquic himſelf of that 
Duty in ſuch manner as ſhould be worthy 
the Zeal he protctt for thcGlory of his Maſter. 

The Duke of Vſedz, who was throughly 
acquainted with his Worth,ſoon comprehen- 
ded that his diſcourfe was the diſguiſe of fone 
Project equally important and dangerous 3 but 
as wiſe men {eldom pry deeper into Secrets of 
His nature than they are compell'd,he torbore. 
tO Communicate big thoughts thereupon to the 
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14 | A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 


Chief Miniſter, and only r:plycd to the Mar- 
quis of Bedawar, in general terms, cxtolling 
his Zeal, and committing the rcl{t to his accu- 
{tomed Prudencc. 

The Marquis that Iookt for no other, was 
not at all ſurprized at ſv cold an anſwer, aud 
now ſtudied nothing more than to diſpoſe his 
Deſign that he might have perfe&t Aſſurance of 
the wiſhed Event. 

The World never had Monarchy ſo abſo- 
lute as is the Empire by which the Senate of 
Venice governs that Republick 3 they obſerve 
a oats Ab differcencc betwixt their Nobility 
&thole that are not ſo, weighing even the mott 
{crupulous and minute circumitance. Their 
Nob!cs only are qualihcd to govern in the rc- 
ſpective Countrys of their Obedience >, The 
molt eminent Gentry and Principal Magi- 
ſtrates of the Country living among them 
with the diſtinction rather of Sovercigns than 
Governours : and in cafe the Republick cor.- 
ters at any time Ofhces of truſt in their Mzl:- 
ti2 upon Strangers, it isalways on ſtrict con- 
ditions of their pcrte&t 2bcdicnce to the Senti- 
ments of their Generaliſimo, which is cver a 
Venetian, who in effect never affords them o- 
ther latitude than the executive part. 

As there is no Pretention fo plauſible as a 
War, for taxation of the People, that of the 
Uſeocks-gave a fair occalivn for inriching, the 
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againſt the State of Venice. 15 
Nobility of Venice, by whote conduct it was 
managcd :. this alone was an extraordinary 
Expence, and over and above the Treaſure rc- 
mitted to Piedmozt, they were confiraincd to 
maintain al{o a third Army in Lombardy to at- 
tend the motions of the Govcraour ot Milan, 
who daily threatned them with a diverſion in 
favour of the Arch-Duke. The Juſtice of the 
Republick's cauſe rendred their Minilters yet 
more hardy in contriving new vcxations, but 
not the People more paticnt in ſuffering them 
herein they procceded to {uch a degree as gave 
the Marquis of Bedamar rcafonable Aﬀurance 
to believe that the Revolution he had mcdita- 
ted, would be almoſt as welcom to the Com- 
monality, as fatal to the Pcople of Quality» 
Among them alſo there were many that were 
grown out of lovc with the Government,and 
theſe were the Partizans of the Court of 
Rome 3 and indecd were the greatctt number, 
ambitious and revengetul,reſcntingthc Repuh- 
lick's having, governcd againti their Councils 
during, their contcit with that Court : Tac 
ſcemecd prepared to do or lufter any thing, to 
wrench thc Authority out of their hands that 
thcn had 1. & wou!d joyfully have beheld the 
Gov crumicnt untortiunate, as bing, the truits 
of a Conduct thy had diſapproved. There 
was another ſhallow tort of Fools that would 
be mores Catholick than the Pops, who upon 
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16 A Confiracyof the Spaniards 


his Holineſs relinquiſhirig his Pretenſions in 


the Accomodation, conceived he had been ob- 
liged thereunto by the Rules of Policy, and 
conſequently that if there was any mental Re- 
ſervation in that proceeding,that it was to be 
feared the ſentence of Excommunication till 
reſted in force in the Intentions of his Holi- 
neſs: Of this number ſome were Senators,men 
as Indigent in their fortunes as their minds; 
theſe were of great uſe in the purſuit of the 
Marquis of Bedamar's Deſign, who,converted 
by expenſiveGitts,became perſwaded,that fince 
that Negotiation none could be longer a Vene- 
tian with a ſafe Conſcience. Notwithſtanding 
the rigorous Injunctions againſt the Nobilities 
holding correſpondence with ſtrangers, yet the 
Marquis found means to contra a very inti- 
mate underſtanding with the necefficous and 
* male-content Party 3 and in caſe any of theſe 
had cithcr near Kinſman in Religious Orders, 
a Miltreſs, or any familiar Ecclctiaſtick, theſe 
he would compaſs at any rate; buying them 
with Preſents of conſiderable value, making uſe 
of nothing ordinary, but curiolities from For- 
reign parts: ſuch Liberalities, on ſo tlen- 
derMotives,gave encouragement to the Recci- 


vers to hope for ſomething yet more conſider-, 
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able : In which proſpect they informed him 
with al! ſimplicity to the full of hisCurioſity,& 
labourcd alſo to furniſh themſelves in many 


W— 


 O 


t 


F 


d&3ubt- . 


——_— 


againſt the Sate of Venice. 17 
doubtful points the better to enable them to 
4. Þ comply with his Demands; and kis acknow- 
at Icdgments till tranſcending their afſiduity 
gave at length incitement to their Engaging 


- their Patrons alſo in this Commerce. 

till | It is (till to be concluded that Poverty was 
OY the principal wheel of this Engine, and that 
og theſceNoble men could not regard but with an 
Is; E<yc of envy,Pcople entirely their dependents 


the ſhould on their conſiderationbecomemore rich 
teg Fhan themlelves ; But however it came to pals, 
from thence forth there was nothing debated 


- by the Senate that was a Secret to the Spaniſh 
ing Ambaſſador: His advertiſements were ſo pun- 


Qual of all their reſolutions, that the Generals 
the Ofthe Arch-Duke became till inſtructed in 
whatſoever had relation to the War before 
thoſe of the Republick could receive Orders 
eſe for their execution : Together with this In- 
telligence it imported the Ambaſſador to have 
eſe 3 conſiderable number of Soldiers to give lite 
to his Enterprize 3 but the Spaniard having a 
ſtrong Army in Lombardy, he ſaw no difhcul- 
-ox- fy in that point,provided there might be aGo- 


Sod vernour of Milan qualified to joyn with him 
cej. In theDeſign. The Marquis de __ that 
Jlex-, hen held that place, had contracted too near 
him ' 22 Allyance with the Duke of Savoy, to be 
v.8c thought fit 3 he was newly returned from figns 
| any ing the Treaty at A/t, where the French and 
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18 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 

Venetians had been Mcdiators between: that 
Duke and him. The Ambaſſadour knowing 
that the negotiation would not be well relith- 
ed in Spain, writ that he might be recalled 
and at the ſame time ſolicited Don Pedro de 
Toledo Marquis de Villa Franca, his intimate 
Friend, to make his Intereſt to ſucceed him in 
the Government of Milan. Don Pedro had 
hcreupen Orders for his departure to fill Ina- 
joſa's place about+the end of the Year 1615. 
and betore he was quite arrived he diſpatched 
advice to Venice by the Marquis de Lara. The 
Ambaſſador communicates his Projed&t to the 
Marquis in terms the moſt agreeable,charging 
him principally to inform himſelf if the new 
Govemour could be able to provide him of 
1500 choice Men,when he ſhould ſee occafion. 
Don Pedro charmed with the Grandeur of the 
Enterprize reſolved to ſccond him in what he 
was able, not expofing himſelf to a certain ru- 
inc in caſe ofa defeat 3 He therefore diſpatches 
the Marquis de Laraa ſecond time to confirm 
the Ambaſſador, and allo to requeſt him to 
conſider that the Souldiers he demanded were 
to be the choiceſt pickt Men, and in caſe they 
pcriſht, he ſhould remain without excuſe to 
have expoſed to ſo manifeſt a hazard the 
whole Flower of his Army; howbeit he would 
not fail to provide him as many as poſſibly he 
could,and that they ſhould be ſuch as he would 
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anſwer for as for himſelf. Nothing was ſo im- 
portant to this Deſign of the Ambaſſador as to 
obſiruct all means tending to an Accommoda- 
tion z on Which conſideration he obliged 
the Marquis de Lara to make Propolitions of 
Peace to the Senate very unreaſonable on the 
behalf of the Governour of Max : The Sc- 
nates reply was as they expected, full of In- 
dignation, and recfuling to enter into a Treaty 
with them : Do# Pedro alſo was wanting in 
nothing on his part to perplex matters 3 The 
Duke of Mantua was, cold in his diſpolition 
of pardoning his Rebel Subjes,according, to 
his Promiſe at the Treaty at A/ft, and was ecn- 
couraged in his obſtinacy touching that Arti- 
cle,& to perſevere in his Executions he had al- 
ready begun amongſt them : Propoſitions were 
alſo made to the Duke of Savoy in relation to 
the tulnlling of that Treaty , forſceing that 
he would not accept it 3 they likewiſe excuſed 
disbanding their Army, as he had done, and 
as they ought, with pretext grounded on the 
War of Friol, wherein thc Spaniard could no 
longer with honour retuſe co take a Share. 
The Venetian Army had paſſed the Lyzoxzo, 
and beſieged Gradiſque the Capital City in the 
Arch-Dukes Territorics z Whcrcupon The 
Council of Spain, who hitherto had obſerved 
a Neutrality, foreſccing the damages were 
Itke to enſue to thatWPrince, threatned to de 
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20 AF Conſpiracyof the Spaniards, 
clarez About the ſame time expired the miſun- 
derſtanding that had been in the Houſe of Au- 
ftriz between the two branches of Spain andGer- 
many,after the conteſt between the Son & Bro. 
ther ofCharles the fifth touching the ſucceſſion 
of theEmpirc:The Intereſt theSpaniard took in 
that War was the firſt inſtance of that Recon- 
cilement. Don Pedro ordercd the Camp-ma- 
fier Gambeletta to advance towards Crema 
with his troops, and commanded the mount- 
ing of 24 picces of Battery at Pravia, which as 
he publiſht to the World, were to be the train 
to a Body of $000 men, to march under the 
condu@ of Don Sautto de Luna. On the 0- 
ther hand the Vice-King of Naples, that was 
then cruizing in the Mediterranean with the 
Spaniſh Fleet, threatned to attack the Duke of 
Savoy at Vills Franca; he blockt up all the 
paſſages of relict by Sea to the Republick, and 
appcared always in a poſture of Sayling into 
the Gulf, to be a check there upon the Ve- 
acttan Fleet, The Minilters of that State made 
loud Complaints in all Courts touching this 
violent proceeding, which the Marquis of 
Bedamar undertook to juliihie 3 he alſo foreſaw 
that it would be of great uſe in his Deſign to 
undermine, if it were poſlible, the very Foun- 
dation of their repute, tamed throughout Ex- 
rope for ſo many ages for the moſtAncient and 
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newly proved to the World, and magnifj- 
ed more than ever (upon occaſion of their late 
Difference with the Pope)by ſeveral Diſcourſes 
that were ſuppoſed unanſ{werable albeit the 
adverſe Party wanted not able Inſtruments in 
the management of that Conteft. This the 
Ambaſſador fell to examine anew, and in a 
few Chapters refuted all that the numerous 
Volumes of Venetian Authors had faid on that 
Subje, without ſo much as doing any one of 
them the honour of making mention of his 
Name: And as there is no Propoſition relating 
to matters of that ſort which an able man may 
not render very problematick,upon pretext of 
cltabliſhing the Emperial Right in Venice, he 
obviatcd that the Independence of thatRepub- 
lick was as Chimerical as their Empire of the 
Ocean 5 it was not convenient for his purpoſe 
that he ſhould he known the Author of this 
Libel, he therefore Publiſhes it with fo cauti- 
ous a Secrecy that it came not to Light durin 
his Life, howbeit it ſeems firange he ſhoul 
not be ſuſpe&ed 3 but itis alſo to be believed 
that the Venetians at that time ſcarce under: 
ſtood him 3 his behaviour airy and ſo full o 
cmportment, (for ſo he ſtudied to appear) 
would not permit them to conceive that a man 
of a Character ſo impetnous, could be author 
of ſo retin'd and ſiudged aSatyre of State. Juſtice 
and Gong ſeemed nally to inſpire him,and 
. o _ 
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his declamations againſt the Enterprizes of the 
Venetias, that went alſo mixed, were hand- 
led with a Moderation very apparent which 
alone was ſufficient to gain applauſe. This 
Work intituled Squittinio della Liberta Veneta, 
made much noiſe, and by reaſon of the obſcu- 
rity of the Author, the ſuſpicion fell of courſe 
upon the Court of Rome, from the occaſion of 
their former Writings 3 and the ableſt Sena- 
tors fancied all the World made their Judg- 
ment of the weight thercof, and were more 
aftrightcd than at the loſs of a Battle. 

FrancisPgoblo had ordered to examine itz but 
he, who could trific with the other Writers 
of the contrary Party,declarcd this laſt was by 
10 mcans to be anſwercd 3 it being impoſlible 
without Inlightning the World in Matters 
that imported morc ſhould {ti]l remain con- 
cealed in the dark boſom of Antiquity 3 how. 
ever he replicd that in caſe the Senate judged 
it conſiſtent with the Dignity of the Republick 
to xcſent the outrage, he engaged himſelf fo 
to perplex the Court of Rome in theirDcfcnce, 
that they would hardly ever think of a ſecond 
attack : this Intimation was approved in the 
heat of their diſpleaſure, and gave Fra, Paob- þ 
lo the ſatisfaCtion of publiſhing his beloved Hi- 
ſtory of the Council of Trent, which under leſs 
motive had not appearcy during his Lifc. In ' 
the :interim the Campage? Pg veP 1616 
; paſled _ 
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A Conſpiraty of the Spaniards 2 3 
paſſed without any conſiderable ation on ci- 
ther fide 3 the Duke of Sawy, and the State 
of Venice, being tender of expoling to a ſecond 
Riſque the glory they had already purchaſed, 
impowered Gritty the Venetian Ambaſſador at 
Madrid to renew the negotiation; but the 
Spaniard, irritated by the Difficulties they had 
encountred, contrived Propofitions ſo unrea=- 
ſonable that it took no effect. Gradiſque con- 
tinucd,blockc up the enemy,maintaining their 
Battery during the Winter, and the Armies 
were in the tield betimes with an ardour that 
promiſed more ſucceſs than the precceding 
year. 

The Dutch Truce had rendred the greatefi 
part of the Souldiery of that State uſeleſs,and 
many Soldiers of Fortune both French and 
Germans (ought employment elſewhere z The 
Count of Naſſaw andLeiveſteine marched with 
8000 men, Dutch and Walloons, tothe Vene- 
tians Service 3 Whercupon the Spaniards zcal» 
ouily complained to the Pope, that the Vene- 
2ians did expolclraly to the infection of Hereſy 
by their entertaining that -Militia : but the 
Ambaſlador of Venice remonltrated,that it was 
not ſo much theFpaniards concern torReligion 
that produced that Complaint, as their appre- 
henlion to ſee two great Republicks in cone 
junction againſi them: The Marquis of Be- 
daggar Dk ta been mach perplext had 
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24 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 

the Pope obliged the Venetians to diſmiſs 
thoſe Troops; for as the major part of Mzli- 
tary people regard nothing ſo much as their 
protit, when they are in ſervice under a For- 
reign Prince, he hoped to draw the chief of 
Mzrcenaries into his D:fign, convincing them 

by largeſſes and the hopes of pillaging Venice. 

In this contemplation he fixe upon an ancient 

French Gentleman,by name Nico Renavlt,a per- 
ſon of experience and underſtanding,who had 
taken refuge at Venice for ſome cauſe that was 

unknown 3 The Marquis of Bedamar obſerved 
him to have been a long time reſident at the 
French Ambaſſadors, and from ſome accidental 
Diſcourſes had been between themRenawlt diſ- 
covered him to be no lefs an able Man than 
fame had rendred him : and the Marquis who 
was glad to purchaſe a friend of hisCharaQter 
near the Ambaſſador of France,had contracted 
a ſtrait Intimacy with Renavlt, who though 
a man extreamly indigent, yet preferred Vertue 
to Riches; howbeit could ſacrifice his Vertue 
to his Ambition, and whenſoever innocent 
methods ſhould fail him in the purſuit of Glo- 
ry, there were none too ill for his purpoſe : 

he had learnt out of ancient Authors that molt 
excellentIndiffcrence relating to life and death, 
which is the ſure Foundation of an extraordi- 
naryDcſign, and ever regretting thoſe celebra- 
ted times wherein the mer} of particular gjen 
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compoſed the deſtiny of States, and where 
ſuch as were poſleſſors thereof never wanted 
occaſions to make out theirTitle. The Mar- 
quis of Bedamar that had thoroughly ſiudicd 
him, and that was in great want of a Man on 
whom intirely to confide in the conduct of his 
Enterprize reveals it at length to him, declar- 
ing withal he had his eye ftixt on him from 
the very beginning. Renaxlt held him(clt ob- 
liged more by that Aſſurance than from all 
the praiſes he could have heaped upon him 3 
his years, wherein he was advanced, kept him 
ſtecdy to his Engagements3the leſs Time he had 
to live the Ic(S was hisAdveuturezhe conceived 
he could not better employ the few uneaſy 
ycars he had yet to pals than to hazard them 
to the making his name Immortal. The Mar- 
quis of Bedimar gave him Credentials and 
Bills of Exchange neceſſary to negotiate with 
the Hollands Officers 3 and charg:d him by no 
means to communicate the Dctizn to them, 
and only to intimate thatAﬀairs being cmbit- 
tcred to that degree between the Republick 
and the Houſe ot Auftriz,and the Spaniſh Am- 
baſſador retident at Venice,torelccing, a conjun- 
ure that might expole hisPcrſon to the rage 
ot the People of that City,to fecure himlcit a- 
gainſt which he endeavourcd to provide him- 
(clt of a o——_— number - rruity _—_— 
Friends. This pitext was thin cnough, but 
rjgnc Pl g 
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the leaſt diſguize in Afﬀairs of this nature is of 
great uſe ; it imported bur little though Peo+ 
ple ſuſpe&ed Myſtery, provided the Truth re- 
mained ſtill in the dark : by this means he hoe 
ped to debauch the Flower of the Venetian 
Land-Army, and for the remainder it would 
be ſo infeebled, that it would be a very eaſy 
task for Don Pedro to defeat them in their 
March, in caſe they ſhould advance in oppo. 
fiction, to his defign. Their Naval Army 
was indeed what gave greater reaſon of 
apprehenſionz they were at all times Afeſht 
with the opinion of Conquerors, and 
were calily tranſported; the greatctt part of 
the Soldicry natural Subjctts ot che State, and 
it was tonot be doubted but that. upon the 
firſt rumor of the Conſpiracy, they would fly 
with (wifteſt diligence towards V-c-;zice, To 
expe their dcteat from the Spaniſh Navy 
was a doubttul point,and it had not been Prus 
dent to put to the hazard of a Battcl the ſuc- 
ceſs of an Enterprize that was otherwiſe ſo 
full of danger : It was therefore judged moſt 
to the purpoſe to contrive how to render 
' their flect uncapable of Servicez The Ambaſſa- 
dor, who was not fo great a Malter jn Mari- 
tine Afﬀeairs as the Vice-King of Naples, who 
at that time commanded the Spaxuiſh Armada, 
tound it therefore needful to conſult him up- 
on that Subjeat : The Vis -King, who yas 
Hg, 
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A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 257 
co be a principal Actor in this Tragedy of the 
Ambaſlador's,was that Duke of Ofſexa, fo fa- 
mous for hisGallantries; a man as enterprizing 
as either Don ' Pedro or the Marquis of Beda- 
mar : this Conformity of mind had begotten a 
very . {trait Intelligence between theſe three 
Miniſtcrs: but ncither Dox Pedro, nor the 
Duke, were the ablclt Counſellors: the Duke 
would . be ſometimes guilty of excurſt- 
ons approaching to extravagance z howheit 
the high opinion thcy held of the Marquis 
de Bedamar containcd them within firicter 
bounds of Prudence than they profeſt. The pro- 
fits accrewing, to thoſe that follow the Trade 
of Piracy under ſome ſort of powerful Prote- 
Qion had drawn to the Court of the Vice- 
King of Naples all the renowned Pyrats of 
the Mediterranean : This Vice-King that was 
fruitful in cxtraordinary Adventurcs, and in 
his practice rather profuſe than covetous, did 
not prote& them ſo much with rcgard to the 
advantages he ſhared in their Booty, as to rc- 
tain always about him a conſiderable number 
of People fit for any Enterprize : and not con- 
tent barcly to receive them, but whenſoever 
he found a man above the common Lezel, 
would covet and cheriſh him by ſuch favours 
and preſents as bound him tatt to himfelt : he 
had treatcd aft#: this ſort a certain Captain by 
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28 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 
fo excellent in his profeſſion, that all others <P 
held it their Glory to proceed by his Rules and | 
Example; a man- whoſe manners had taken 

no impreſſion from the barbarity of that courſe 

of life, who having purchaſed wherewithal to 
ſubſaſt, had reſolved to quit it, alb-1* in the | 
Flower of his age, and had made choice of the 

Duke of Savoy's Territory for his retreat, who 

being a Prince taken with every extraordinary 
Talcnt,and ſo much an abler Judge from what 
himſelf poſſeſt of Natures buunty, knowing 

this Corſair to have the repute of one of the | 
braveſt Men living,vouchſatt him leave to ſet- 4 
tle himſelf in Niſa. All ſorts of Maritine Peo- 

ple, from Soldicrs and Officers to the Scamen, 

that frequented thatCoaſt,made their ordinary 

Court to the Captain, his Counlils were their 
Oracles, and he was Sovercign Arbiter of all 

thcir Differences, and was yet agreater Suk= 

jet of their Wonder that he could be able to 
relinquiſh a profeſſion wherein he was ſo great 

a Maſter, and which of all others was ſo hard & 
to quit : of this number was one Vincent Ro- | 
bert de Marſeilles who happened to touch in 

Sicily, where the Duke of Offiena Govern- 

ed as Vicc-Roy, was by the kind treatment he 
received, induced to put himſelf into his Ser- | _ 
vice TheDuke having heard that this Robert 

had been a Comrade of thg ſaid Captains, 
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Friend ſhould prefer the Country of the Duke 
of Sawy to his Government for his retreat 3 to 
his complaint he added the higheſt teſtimonies 
of his eſteem of the Courage andExpericnce cf 
that Captain in Sea-matters.and finiſht his dif- 
courſe with aſſurance to ſpare nothing that in 
him lay to invite to his Court a Perſon of {o 
ſingular merit. Robert with great Joy em- 
barkt in this Afﬀair. which being managed with 
ſo generous advances on the Dukes part, the 
Captain was in the end vanquiſht, and tranſ- 
ported himſelf with his Wife and Family into 
Sicily, where living conſtantly entertained 
with a proſpe& of the Sea he became daily 
lIc(s Maſter of his Inclinations tothat Element. 
The Vice-Roy had newly built ſeveral beau- 
tiful Gallions, and it happened that a party 
of Turkiſh Veſſels of great Value being on 
their Voyage with a very ſlender convoy, this 
temptation the Captain had not power to 
withſtand 3 and he found no cauſe to repent 
him, for that he took in that attempt an in- 
cicdible booty, the major part whercot the 
Duke (who trom thence torwards entertained 
him with the Indcannents of a Brother) be- 
fttowed on him,on condition he would accom- 
pany him to Nples to which Government the 
Kings Inſtructions had ordained I1m,and that 
he would make a Voyage to Provence , and 
labour to draw@into his Stoice allthe able 
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Mariners of his acquaintance upon that Coaſt: 
The Captain obeys him, and , returns with a 
number ſufficient to man five large Veſſels that 
appertaincd immediatcly to the Vice-Roy 3 of 
this Squadron he was made Commander in 
chich, with which he Pillaged uncontrouled all $ 
the nds and Coalts of the Levant,and finiſht 

his tirſt expedition with a Famous Eattle 
wherein he took and ſank a conſiderable 
Squadron of Turks Galleys. *Twas about 
that time that the Marquis of Bedawar com- 
municated his purpoſe to the Nuke of Ofſiena, 
with full aſſurance of his readineſs to Embark | 
with him ; The Duke, that aſpired to the 
Dominion of thoſc Seas, wiſhed nothing with 

{o much ardour as the ruine of the Venetians, 
who were his-only powerfulRivals,and could 
diſpute their Title with more obſiinacy than 

the Txrksz He therefore confers with the 
Captain touching the Aﬀair,obviating alſo the 
difhcultics which the Captain believed were 

not Invincible,and after ſeveral days of fccret 
Conterencc he leaves Naples abruptly, and in \ 
an Fquipage that bctraycd both great haſte 
and fear, the Vice-King diſpatches People in 

his purſuit to all Quarters,but the way he had 
taken, with Order to take him dead or alive z {| 
his Wifc and Children were trom that day ta- ! 
ken 11:0 Cuſtody and treated withall appear- 

ing Cruclty, his ctiate bccar=e conhicate, an 
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the Dukes diſpleaſure thundred with ſo much 
fury that the whole City of Naples was ſur- 
prized notwithſtanding their long acquain- 
tance with his violent temper : and now the 
Captain appearing alſo no leſs enraged than 
the Duke,gave an cafic Argument fur the Peo- 
ples beliet of the Miſunderſitanding, who be- 
lieved he had praQtiſed ſomething againſt the 
Spaniſh Intereſt 3 or that of the Dukes Deſigns 
in particular. In the mean time he returns 
to his firft retreat 3 the Duke of Savoy was at 
that time in a declared War with Spain, and 
was famed for one of the moſt generous men 
of that age: and albeit he had publiſht his dif- 
pleaſure at the Captains leaving his protection 
tor a retreat in Sicily; yet that did not diſcou- 
rage his preſenting himſelf at theDukes feet, to 
whom he made many falſe reports of Deſigns 
of the Vice-King apainſt the Republick of 
Vexice, full of imaginary Horror, but without 
any manner of agreement with the true pur- 
poſe, and that believing he could not with ho- 
nor engape therein, he had meditated his and 
his families eſcape from Naples : But having 
notice that the Vice-Roy had received Intelli- 
gence of his purpoſe,he had been conttrained to 
fly in that miſcrable Equipage to cſcape his fu» 
ry,and to abandon all that was dear to him in 
the world to the diſpoſition ot the molt crucl 
man living ; thaDuke of Say was touched 
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with pity at thcMclancholy recital,8 received 
him with open arms He told the Corſair 
that his Intereſts being ſiraitly twiſted with 
thoſe of the K-publick,he thought himſelf ac- 
comptabi- tur the Service he had rendred to 
their common Intcreſt, in caſe the Venetians 
thould be cold in their Acknowledgements; He 
alſo added, that it imported that the Senate 
ſhould be inttructed from his own Mouth of 
the Deſigns of the Duke of Ofſuna, and after 
having exhorted him in a couragious ſupport- 
ing his affliction, having equipt him with all 
neceſſarics, and made him a noble preſent,dil- 
patcht him towards Venice with his Letters of 
Credence and Recommendation. The Veneti- 
ans werc not leſs affcted than the Duke of 
Savoy, the flight, the tears, the poverty, the 
deſpair, the abilities, the exploits, the 
hopes that he would draw to them that great 
number of brave men that he had conducted 
to the Duke of Ofſun's Service; but above all 
the Dcfigns he revealed of that Dukes which 
he had invented as plauſible as was neceſſary, 
all theſe circumſtances ſpoke fo Eloquently in 
his favour,that they immediately gave him the 
Command of aShip. HowbcitContarine theAm- 
bafſador atRome did remonſtrate, that in con» 
ſideration of his coming from the Vice-Roy, 
hc was by no means to be truſted z but fear 
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the iſual effec of Belief, ſttopt their Ears to 
that' prudent Advice. *Twas not long er'e 
the Fleet put out to Sea,and the Captain, who 
conſidered of what Importance ic was to 
ſignalize himſelf, took fo many Prizes upon 
ſeveral Commiſſions he had received to pur- 
ſae them that upon his return from that Ex- 
pedition (they added-'cleven Sayl of Ships to 
that he. had. Of theſe happy ſucceſſes he gave 
arr Account to the Duke of Ofſzxa, fviſking 
his Diſcourſe in theſe words. If theſe Pax- 
raleony proved in their eaſy Faith, as they 


Have begun 3 I dare affure yaur Excellency, 
| my Lord, that I ſhall loſe no Time in this - 


Country. He writ alſo at the ſame time to 
his/ſeveral Comrades he had left at Noples, 
to draw them to that Service 3 which he found 
no-difficulty to debauch 3 the Vice-King, 
upon” his Flight, feigning to hold them all in 
ſuſpicion, Treating them now as ill as bc- 
fore he had been kind : He made alfo great 
complaint of the Republiques proteQing the 
Captain, and in Revenge, gave Sanctuary 
to ſeveral of the Uſcocks that the Venetians 
had chaſed from their Habitations. By 
Virtue of his Protection, they began a Trade 
of Privateering 3 took a great Veſſel bound 


| from Corfu to Venice, and ſold their Booty 


publickly under his Standard 3 He violated the 
freedom of Ports, «ad made very confide- 
V3 
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rable Reprizals upon very flender Motives, 
and diſputed the Orders he received from , 
Spain for Reſtitution of what he had Seized; 
and publiſht a Manifct to juſtify his Difobe. 
dience, He ſent alſoa great Fleet to Cruize 
in the Adriatiqne , and cauſcd to enter in | 
Triumph into Naples the Prizes that were 
made upon the Venetians.; In bricf, he ruined 
their Commerce at the coſt of the Neapolitans 
themſelves , who were intereſſed , and: the 
Farmers of the Revenue of that Kingdoms 
offering to make complaint thereof, he for- 
bade them on pain of Death. There being no 
declared War between Spain and the Repub- [ 
lique, the YVexetians became juſtly aſtoniſhed 
at a procecding, fo irregular ; the Major part 
imputed it- only to the- bare extravagance of | 
the-Duke of Offena 3 but the Wiſer ſort, who © 
knew there was nothing : of ſo important Uſe © 
as the dexterous and pelitick management i{ 
of ſuch People, had deeper conjectures, and D 
that the Spariard ſerved himſelf of the Ca. far 
pricio's of the Duke, in order to ſuch prc. 80 
ceedings , as they would neither avow or. On 
maintain, id 
His Familiar diſcourſes were, Surprizing of drc 
the Ports in ria belonging to the Repab- Ho! 
lique, Pillaging their I1ſlauds, and alſo, if itÞaſb 
were Practicable, to make a deſcant even upsnot | 
on the City of Venices the Dcligu wheredte? 
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he diſcourſed amang his Courtiers, he cau- 
"il © ſed exat Draughts to be made of the Works 
about it 3 alſo the Building of ſeveral Barks, 
Brigantines, and other ſmall Veſſels, proper 
1c for all ſorts of Channels : variety of Experi- 
n i, ments were alſo made, to diſcover what 
xe * Weight cach depth of Water could ſuſtain, 
ed & he invented every day newEngines to dimi- 
ns Diſh the weight and facilicate the motion. The 
he Venetian Relident at Naples punctually ac- 
mz counted hereof ta the great deſpair of the 
ors Marqueſs of Bedamar, who began to repent 
no bhimof having joyned himſelf with ſo weak 
ub-| 3 Man ; But the iſlueundeceived him. The 
hed Vice-Roy proceeding with all this Pomp and 
part Noiſe, gave the Vexetians - cauſe to conſider 
e of kimin ridicule; even their Wiſeſt Senators 
who could by no means.unagine, that any ſolid ſe- 
; Uſe cret could be masked under the diſguize of 
ment {© much A ppearance .and Publicity. The 
* and Duke continued his preparations with che 
> Ca. fame Vigor, whilſt: no body took the leaſt 
' xc» Notice or ſuſpicion 3 and the ſame Indiſcreti= 
on that was held ruinous to the Enterprize, 
did more advance it 'than all the cautionand 
ing of circumſpeQion of the Marquis of Bedamar. 
Lcpab- Howbeit, the Marquis judged it neceſſary to 
. if jt haſten the Execution, cither from a reaſon of 
/on up/80t giving the Venetian Iciſure to make Re- 
Fer elections, or from = hazard to which his Faw? 
R on 
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ſon was daily' expoſed. The Venetian Flect 
having upon an Expedition offered Battle to "y 
the Spaniards, which refuſing, they plunder- 

ed the Coaſt of Apulia this ſucceſs begat (o 
inſolent a Joy among the baſer people, That, 

but for the Protection of the Guards that y 
were ſent in his favour, they had aſlaſſined 

the Ambaſſador with his whole Family. About 

the ſame tirne he received News from the 
Camp before Gradiſque, which Relieved him 
upon that accident; Renault adviſing him 
that he found theirSpirits ſo happily diſpoſed, 
that the Negotiation was ſpeedily effected. 
The Ambaſſador had ordered him to viſit Mi- & 
lan before his return, where Dox Pedro recei- 
ved him with all the Careſſes great Men pra- 
Qiſe for the amuſement of ſuch as Sacrifice 
themſelves in their Service:They concluded to- | 
gether, That it would much Import them to 


take poſſeſſion of ſome Town in the Continent © 
at the ſame time they ſhould ſurprize Venice, t 
which ſhould be a Bridle on the other Towns, © 
ſerve as a place of Arms to the Spaniſh Ar- b 
my that ſhould March againſt them and E 
e a checque to that of the Venetians, in S, 
Caſe they ſhould appear for their Relicf. - 


Renanlt Travelled through their Towns of | 
chicf importance, and ſojourned ſome time & P: 
at Crema, in Order to the forming a Faion | 
in that Garriſon 3 "7 he effected, and by 
| means Fl: 
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means of a French Lieutenant , named Fea 
Berard, an Ttalian Captain, and an Enſign 
that was a Prevencal, one that Don Pedro hd 
already gained : Theſe three engaged to ri 
ceive 500 Spaniards into the Town , and 
without giving the lealt Jealouſy to the Gce 
vernour, who was a Venetian, and to conceal 
them tor the ſpace of cight days. 

Renault, on ſcrious debate upon the place, 
concluded, That with that number of Men, 
the Deſign was infalliblez there being nothing 
todo, but to cut the Throats of a miſerable 
Garriſon, that had been drawn out of the 
Country-Militia : all the Regular Troops of 
the Republique, bcing either in the Towns in 
Fryol, or upon Service in their Armies. 

The Duke of Offxna had made the Mar- 
queſs de Bedamar of Opinion, That it would 
be neceſſary alſo, to make themſelves Maſters 
of ſome Venetian Port upon the Gulph, where- 
by to render the Uſcocks and the Arch-Duke, 
more Serviceable; and to be a retreat to the 
Spaniſh-Fleet, in Caſe any adverſe accident 
ſhould neccſſitate them to ſeek a Port in thoſe 
Seas, after they ſhould be engaged. To this 


. purpoſe they made choice of Maran, altrong 


Town upon an Iſland confining upon Tra, 
and that had a Port capable to receive a great 
Fleet. An Ttalian:* by name Mazza, that 
hadbeaang Serjegut- For there, forthe ſpace 
"MP & » 3 of 
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of 40 years, and had authority almoſt equal f 
to the Governors, promiſed the Dukes Emiſ- 
Gry in Conſideration of a conſiderable ſum 
of mony and the Command of the Place, to 
kill the Governor upon his firſk Order, and : 
make himſelf Maſter of the Place for the Ser- 
vice of the Spaniards. 
This Deſign was as fcaſible, as to engage m 
it : The Governor, who was the Commiſſary 
Lorenzo Theopbilo, lived with him in great fa- 
miliarity 3 and, whereas the charge of Com- 
miſlary gave him much bufineſs upon that | 
Frontier in time of War, he confided intirecly 
on the Serjeant-Major, touching whatſocver 
had relation to matters within the Garriſon, 
as being the moſt experienced and able Ofticer * 
upon the place. Afﬀairs being ripened to 
this Pitch, the Ambaſſador thought it now 
high time, to fall upon finiſhing his peice not | 
but that more time might give him leiſure to 
add (till maturcr degrees to the meaſures he *+ 
had takcn, but he alſo knew, That there was , 
nothing ſo fatal as delay, in Afﬀairs of that 
naturc. 4 
*Tis impoſſible that all the different means | 
that conſpire to the proſperity of an Enter- , 
prize ſhould be aſcendent in one and the ſame id C 
moment 3 ſome change their Poſitions, whillt #£ 
others are preparing ani whoſoever is once L 
{9 happy as to be top porn Toms - 
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number;: it is a moſt capital error not to im- 
prove'the critical minute of fo precious a cun- 
junQure. It highly concerned the honour of 
the Crown of Spain, that the Ambaſſador 
might not be convicted of having had the 
lea(t hand in the Enterprize , incaſc it ſhould 
miſcarry 3 in contemplation whereof he re- 
ſolved to difcover himſelf to none ot the Con- 
ſpirators but. Rexault and the Captain : Nor 
had theſe two any Knowledg of cach other 3 
they never waited on the Ambaſſador but by 
his own Order, and he was always carctul to 
appoint their Attendance, foas to avoid en» 
countering 3 by which, had they chanced to 
be deteRted, it would have been much to his 
advantage that they had no underſtanding 
together. 

Upon this Conſideration , he could have 
been well content that they ſhould manage 
their buſincſs apart, without the leaſt cogni- 
zance each of other, as they had hitherto pro- 
ceededz but upon more deliberate thoughts 
he became convinced, that it was impoſliblez 
and deſpairing utterly of ſucceſs in his Enter- 
potne, but by a perfet Union and Friend- 

ip between them, he rcſolved to overcome 
that difficulty, how hard ſoever it appcared. 
Albeit they were both men of Courage aid 
Diſcretion 3 Renault valued himſelt pPi___ 
ly upon the Conductive part, and to have ſo 
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49 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 
mcthodized his buſineſs, that the Execution 
was molt pradticable, and the ſucceſs Infal- 
lible. 
The Captain on the other hand, being 
perſon of more Youth and Vigour, ſtudied 
eſpecially to appear a Man of great Executi- 
on, and capable of acquitting him of the high- 


eſt Refolations. To him the Marqueſs reveal- 


cd the ' ſeveral Negotiations of Rexault 3 his 
Experience,that furniſht him withExpedients 
againſt all accidents; his Eloquence and Ad- 
dreſs, in Qider to the acquiring new Parti- 
7ansz his skill in Correſp ondence,fo very uſe- 
tal in ſuch Negotiations, wherein it was of ſo 
great importance to be continually inſtructed 
in the State of their Fleet, Provinces, and 
Armies; and That he concluded ſuch a Perſon 
would prove of very great ſatisfaQion to the 
Captain, he being a Man of years and great 
Experience, who wanted neither "Courage 
nor Conltancyz howbeit, his Age and Prote(- 
ton claiming more of the Councellor than 
the Soldier, rendred him uncapable of ſharing 
with the Captain any part of the Gloxy of 
the Execution. As toRexanlt, he told him 
only, That the Captain was a Crcature of the 
Duke of Ofſuna's which Duke being to be 
the Principal Sharer in the Delign , there 
could be no reaſonablg Progence to conceal any 
thing from his _— he conjured him 
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therefore to condeſcend to the behaviour of 
the Corſair, as far f.rth as might be confiſtent 
with their purpoſe, and to treat him with all 
theReſpe& and Artitice as was neceſſary to ac- 
quire the love of a Man of Action, fierce 
and preſumptuous to the higheft degree. 

The Marquis of Bedamar having thus la- 
boured to diſpoſe theſe two Men to a friendly 
underſtanding, was much aftoniſhed when he 
(aw them embrace each other with Teſtimo- 
nies of extream AﬀeGction, upon the very in- 
Kant of their Interview. 

There is no Conſtancy or Preſence of mind 
ſo intire, that yields not to ſore impertect 
rea(onings upon Objects extreamly ſurpr-ting. 
The firſt judgment the Ambaſſador made, was, 
that he had beenbetrayedtor it having bcen his 
great care to hinder the Conference of theſe 
two Men, he could not comprehend upon 
what Motive they ſheuld conceal from him 
their acquaintance together :; But this Myſtery 
was ſoon revealed when he came to under- 
{tand, That their acquaintance aroſe from their 
having often encountred at a famous Greek 
Courtizan's Houſe, a Woman of cxtraordi- 
nary merit for one of her protcfſion, whereot 
there could not be a greater Inſtance, than by 
her fo religiouſly concealing the ſecret they 
had enjoyned her ſo make of cach others 
N-me. TD 

. > 4 This 


WS. og . 


— 


ROE EPRRTPY TNT ppp wa _—_—__—_—— oo gy 


42 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 
' This exa&tnefs of hers appeared alfo ſo much |} 
the more extraordinary by how much the was 
not ignorant that they had conceived a reci- 
procal eſteem one of the other. TheAmbaſſador 
perfectly recovered of his Surprize, was ra 
viſhe to find fo iri&t a Union, where he fo 
much wiſht it: they avowed upon entring 
into converſation, That they had reſpeQively 
deſign'd to engage each other in the Enter- 
prize. 

Having their thoughts continually agitated 
about this their Project, they happened ſome 
times amidſt their entertainments at thisGreeks 
to fall upon Diſcourſes of matters of that na- 
ture, talking of the Aﬀairs of the Times, of 
State, and War; which they did without ma- 
king any diſcovery;or indeed without the leaſt 
purpoſe thereof 3 howbeit, they both conteſt 
ingeniouſly, in the preſence of the Ambaſla- 
dor, That the warmth of their Debates had 
often tranſported them too far, and given too 
much Teſtimony of their Sentiments. The 
Ambaſſador intreated them thereupon , to 
meke good uſe of that Reficion, for their 
greater Circumfſpection in the future, and col- 
lect from that Experiment, That to keep a 
great AtF air truly (2cret,it is not ſufficient ei- 
ther not to ſav, or do any thing that may 
have the lealt relation thaxeto. but even to en- 
dcavor to forpet our own Impreffions thereof. 
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againſt the State of Venice. 43 
Renault proceeded to obſerve, That, ſince 
the rumours of Peace, that revived again 
about the Month of Fune, the Venetian Ofht- 
cers had very ill treated the Forreign Troops3 
' +. Who, had they not been reſtrained by the 
| Authority of Count Naſſaw , which dycd 
| about that time, they had rendred but 
an ill Account of their Service before 

Gradiſquez; That the Venetian General, who 
had a yet worſe Opinion of them than they 
deſerved, had ſeparated them upon Poſts, the 
molt diſtant he could chooſe 3 That this Pre- 
caution had publiſkt the difidence they had of 
their Fidclity, and put them into mutinyz and 
having inſolently refuſed to execute certain 
Orders of the Senate, the General had thought 
it his Duty to put to Death the principal 
Mutineersz That he had centin'd their Officers 
at Padua, and diſtributed the reſt into di- 
vers places of Lombardy , until they ſhould 
be able to pay them,and theRa tification of the 
Treaties ſhould permit their diſmiſſion. Re- 
aawlt added, That the Lieutenant of the Count 
deNaſiaw,who was one of the principal of thoſe 
with whom he had dealt, had been confined at ' 
Breſcia.aud that he had laid a Delign,by-virtue 
whereof he would be able to deliver that 
Town into Don Pedro's poſſeſſion : And that it 
was neceſlary to ref 1Jve firtt upon this par ti- 
c:4ag Aﬀair, for that the Lieutenants Letters 
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44 A Conſpiracy ofthe Spaniards 
prefſed fora decitive Anſwer. The Ambaſſi- 
dor replycd, That it would not be neceſſary to 
give any Alarum on that fide, before they 
were Maſters of Venice: Moreover , they 
ſhould not have occafion for more than one 
place in Lombardy > That they were ſure of 
Crema, and that any other Enterprize would 
but divide their Forces 3 That hitherto they 
had entertained thoſe they had gained at their 
own Devotion, but that they reſpited the Ex- 
ecution upon various pretexts,and rather than 
expoſe themſclves by the lealt noiſe,*twould be 
betcer whol:y to decline that Propofition: 
Renault rcplyed; Tint belide that Lieute- 
nant, he had dcalt with three Freach Gentle- 
men, by Name, Dwrand, Serjcant-Major of 
Lieveſtines Regiment, Brainville and Brabe ; 
alſo with. a Savoyard, named Terxon, that had 
been at the Eſcalade of Geneva, a Hollander 
named Theodore, one Revillid), an Tralian 
Engineer 3 two other Teralians that had for- 
merly had employment in the A4rſex4l, named 
Lewy de Villa Mezzana, Captain of Light 
Horſe, and William Retrofi, Lieutenant and 
Captain Homvrat in Patma: That hc had 
Judged it necelſury to open himſelt without 
reſcrve to tliele nine Perſons, who he had 
choſen, with {ach Caution, that he would 
pawn himl(clt tor their Eaclity; That during, 
his abode in the Camp they had paincd 4s" 
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two hundred Officers; That to theſe Officers 
he only 1ntimated, that the Ambaſſador had 
ordered him to endeavour to be ready in Venice 
to reſcue his Excellency from the fury of the 
People, whenſoever he ſhould have occafion: 
Thar fince his return, he had received advice 
of the juſt number of Men, they might rely 
upon 3 and that they did-not proceed, but 
upon methods very certain: That they depend 
on two thouſand at the leaſt of the Troops of 
Leiveſtein, beſides three ' hundred of thoſe of 
Naſſaw} and that their Officers were all ready 
to depolite their Perſons as Hoſtages for their 
Fidelity: That at the begining of the Negoti-+ 
ation , they had flattered their Soldiers with 
the hopes of leading them upon ſome Expedi- 
tion, when they ſhould be diſmiſt the Service 
of the Republick, which ſhould abundantly 
recompence the miſeries they had ſuſtained : 
That 1t was not to be ſuſpeRed that the ſingu- 
larity of the Entcrprize would diſcourage 
them, whenſoever it ſhould be neceſſary to 
publiſh it; That they were incenſt to that de- 
gree againli the Senate, upon the ſcore of the 
ignominious Treatment they had received, 
that he did avow, that ſingle reaſon was ſuf- 
ficient to incite them to any feaſible Defign 
tor their Revenge : But that however, Þr 
better concealment, they would not declare, 
if they thought it '& until matters were ſo 
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advanced that there would be ſcarce any doubt 
of the (acceſs 3 and that, upon the Reſolution 
they had taken of expoſing the City to be 
Plundered, there would not be found one fin- 
gle Perſon ſcrupulous of enriching himſelf, by 
a way fo (ure and ready, and of ſpending the 
reſt of his Life in caſe and plenty. 

The Marquis of Bedamar, from the firk 
thoughts he had conceived of this Enterprize, 
reſolvedby no means to engage but upon alure 
proſpe& of much more means than would be 
neceſſary to the effeQing it 3 and that theſe 
alſo ſhould be (o independent and dilingaged, 
that the failure of cicher ſhould in no fort ins 
Auence the remaining Expedients : hereupon 
he omitted not to take his meaſures with the 
Duke of Offne; for a ſupply of Men, albcit he 
was in-no doubt of Dor Pedro's complement, 
or of Renawlts ſucceſs, in his underſtanding 
with the HollandersOfficers. He having treat- 
ed upon cach of theſe three Points with ſuch 
proſpect of ſecurity, as implycd not the leaſt 
Aſſurance from either two,and as though they 
were to reſult in three different Enterprizes, 

It vow imported to know preciſely in what 
time.che Duke of Ofſknea would be able to put 
into Venice the Men he demanded 3 but that 
Duke not always taking ſo certain meaſures 
as to beget an implicite relyance on a naked 
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well as difficulty, it hecame needful to diſpatch 
a Perſon that ſhould be capable to Judge upon 
the place,how far he was able to comply with 
his word, The Captain could not be abſent 
from Venice unremarkt, and Renavults preſence 
was indiſpenſably ncceſlary they therefore re- 
ſolved Brabe ſhould be their Envoy,one of the 
French Gentlemen, with whom Renawlt had 
negotiated at Friol : Rut this, Gentleman ha+ 
ving received Commiſſion from the Republick 
{0 raiſe Soldiers during his preparation for his 
Journey,they concluded it of more uſe that he 
ſhould proſecute that Imployment, and re- 
ſolved upon one Lawrence Nolot, a French 
Compect's, the ſaid Captains Comrade, who 
departed upon Newyears day 1618. The 
Marquis of Bedawar thought it alſo now high 
time to explain himſelf with the Spaniſh 
Council z- Toanticipate therefore their own 
demand of being enlightned in the Aﬀair, he 
ſends them his Project the molt intelligible and 
circumſtantiat he was able: And whereas he 
was well acquainted with the flow delibera- 
tions of that Court, he proteſted, by a ſpeci- 
al diſpatch to the Duke of Lerma, that he 
would have an Anſwer ſpecdy and deciſive; 
and that the danger in which be was, made it 
Juſt to explain himſelf in thoſe abſolute terms; 


and that in cafe they detained his Courier a= 
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48 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 
cardment as anOrder wholly to deſiſt. He recei- 
ved an Anſwer within the time he demanded, \ 
howbeit not ſo full & determinate as he hoped; 
They ſignified that in caſe he ſhould incur dan- 
ger by They, that then he might proceed;but,f 
it were poſhble, they paſſionately defired to 
have firſt before them a faithfal and ample 
State of the Republick. The Ambaſſador 
being prepared for that Subject, was not long 
in providing a Relation ſo exquilite, that the 
the Spaniards called it the Maſter-picce 
of their Politicks. It was not known upon 
what Deſign he framed it; howbeit, ſuch as 
have'ſcen it find nothing therein that is not ad» | 
juſted- to the Deſign. It begins with an Elo- 
quent complaint of the difficulty of that Work 
by reaſon of the profound ſecrecy of the Go- 
vernment he was to deſcribe; he then falls 
upon encomiums of that Government; but 
the Elogy he made, regarded more the firit 
Age of the Republick, than the preſent State. 
From their praiſes he falls upon a general Dif- 
courſe, equally ſad and elegant, of the de= 
plorable Cordition of humane things, where= 
of the moſt excellent are moſ incident to 
Corruption 3 ſo the wiſeſt Laws of that State 
by the abuſe they had ſuffered, had been the 
Original Cauſes of its preſent Deformity: |} 
That, that of her Laws, which intirely ex- 
chudes the people from cggnizance in Aﬀairs, 
* had 
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againſt the State of Venice., 49 
' had introduced a Tyranny of the Nobles ; 
\ and that which ſubje&ed the Eccleſiattical 
Power to the Cenſure of the Sovcraign Magi- 
ſtrate, wasthe foundation of that looſneſs of 
the People of Venice in rclatjon to the Court 
of Rome, ſince the conteſt of the Republick * 
with that Court : He Illuſtrates that looſneſs 
by the Impiety it was reported the Hollanders 
committed with impunity in Fryohz and parti- 
cularly declaims againſt their having buricd a 
Perſon of Quality of their Nation, named 
Reynold Brederode, in the Charch of the Ser- 
, vites of Venice, notwithſtanding he was a 
| Calviniſt, In that Article he takes occaſion 
gravely to tax Fra. Paobls, without mention 
of his Name, for that it was he that inſpired 
the Senate with that Reſolution. He-won=- 
dred how the People, being no longer tyed to 
their Obedience to their Prince by the Obli- 
gations of _—_— violated {o many ways to 
their Faces,could yet ſupport the dreadful Vex- 
ations they lay under. He minutely repreſented 
} their Grievances, and without exaggeration 
made them appear intolerable. He proceeded 
to diſcover to them, That neither the Honour 
nor the Lives of the People were leſs at the diCl- 
\  cretion of their Matters than their Eſtates; 
} and that the Genious of the Nation being, led 
as it was to Lult, Avarice, and Revenge, it 
is no wondcr it choſFehat live under a Go- 
— D verninent 
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vernment of that nature ſhould be oppreſt by 
their Maſters. In fine , he exammed the 
State of their Senate, of their Provinces, and 
Armies. In their Senate he remarkt Faction, 
and Diviſion 3 he ſcrupled not to obſerve to 


them the diſcontents of many of their No- 
bles 3 he repreſented the deſolation of ſome of 
their Provinces by the Crael War with the 
Uſcocks,and the poverty of others by contribu- 
ting to their Succor : That they had not three 

cers paid ih any of their Garriſons of Lom- 


bardy, and that the Republick preferved her 


Authority from the only reaſon of no bodies 


moving to uſurpit. As to their Armie, he ' 


made a faithful Relation of the feveral Mutt- 
nics in that by Land ; and how they had diF- 
perſed the FaCtious in ſo great numbers, that 
the remainder was not to be confidered but as 
a Rabble of an uſtleſs miſerable Militia, with- 
oue either Courage, Experience or Diſcipline. 
As to their Naval Forces, they were become 
of late the Sanctuary of all the moſt infamous 


Pyrates of the Mediterranean ; People un. | 


worthy the Name of Soldiers, and of whoſe 
Service the Republick could no longer make 
any account, than whilſt chey wanted power 
a able to turn their Arms againſt her 
cir, 

Aﬀecr having made. this defcription with 
ſuch Beauty of Languige, and with ſo mar- 
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velous a vigour of Expreſſion, he examined 
what judgment ought to be made thereupon 
of the future State of that Republick, her 
Fortune, and Duration z and made it evident, 
and deducible from the principles he had laid 


| down, that it was now languiſhing 3 and that 


the Diſcafe was ſuch as admitted no Crifis or 
amendment of the preſent Conſtitution, but by 
an intire reformation, | 

Upon this Relation, the Council of Spain 
ſet the Marquis of Bedamar at intire Liberty 
to proceed, without tying him up to any In- 
ſtrucions : And now Nolots delay, who wes 


* not yet returned, was the only clog to the 


buſineſs 3 and the Ambaſſador could not for- 
pive himſelf the error he had cotnmitted in 
expoſing an Aﬀair of that Nature to the Ca- 
pricio ” the Duke of Ofſena, in whoſe tem- 
per {o ancient an Experience ought to have 
inftruted him: delay being mortal in the pre- 
ſent conjuncure. 

After the Spaniards had taken V, erſel, Gras 


Ne | diſque became extreamly ſiraitncd by the 


fe 
ke 
er 
cr 


th 
AT- 
zusS 


Venetians 3 and the Council of Spain found 
no expedient for its Safety but the renewing 
propoſitions of Peace: There was therefore 
ubliſht by Agreement at Madrid, a Writing 
containing the principal Articles; but the con- 
tinual diſorders of the Mke of Ofſun2 obli+ 
ged the Venetians to reVoke the Powers 


env Ly2 they 
WE © * = - 


52 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 

they had given their -Ambaſſador, aud to 
transfer the Negotiation to France, where the ## 
Death of the Mareſhal 4 Ancre , had given 
them greater Hopes of Favour. 

The Peace was at length concluded the 6th 
of September , and the Governor of Milan 
hcld Conterence ſome time after with Cont 
Bethune at Pavia, in Order to the Execution 
thereof,in Relation to the Duke of Savoy : But 
at the ſame tim ec the Governor omittednot to 
moleſt the Venctians, taking ſeveral places of 
theirs in Lombardy z whercof they made ge» 
neral complaint , and wcre making greater 
preparations for War than ever , until the þ 
Marquis of Bedamar complemented them upon 
the Pcacc in tull Scnatc, and promiſed punQu- 
al Exccution of the reſpeQtive Articles: which 
hedid, not ſo much in Obedience to his Or- 
ders f. om Spain, as from a willingneſs to wipe 
out thoſe 11] Impreſſions the Senate had taken 
of him in Relation to things paſt : Upon 
which tonlideration he acquitted himſclt of 
chat Duty with all the Ardour and Dcmon- # 
ſtrations of Joy and Friendſhip imaginable; 
and the Venetians, that but too much wiſbt 
what he hadpromiſed, blindly acquicſce and 
ccord to a Suſpention of Arms > which ſuſ-,. 
peiition was a cutting blow of the Spaniard F | 
and tic Matiicr-piges of thcir Ambaſſad or. 
Cradiſque was at tit tipe lirzitned to a de» |} 
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gree of not bcing able to hold out titccen days, 
and Mm the mean time Hoſtilities were yct to 
continue for the ſpace of two Months; which 
time was Judged ſufficicut to perfe& all Ra- 
tifications, and to diſpoſe things for Exccu- 
tion of the Treaty, It was a point of great 
Impattarige that the Town ſhould not yicld 
within that ſpace 3 The Suſpenſion therctore 
put it out of danger. And now the Spnizrds, 
whole Motive not being fo ſtrong to preſs the 


 Execntion of the Treaty, were 3t Liberty to 


ng and ſpin out the time as thould bclt 
uit with their Deſigns : Howbcit, the Duke 
of Oſſunz, compelled by Orders trom Madrid, 
and at the Popes Inſtance, offered ſome thore 
time after, to make Reſtitution of che Veſlc1s5 
he had taken 3 but for their Merchandize, he 
knew not how it had becn diſpoſed of 3 nct- 
withſtanding at the ſame time they were cx- 
poſed to Sale bcfore the Face of the Venetian 
Reftident, and a powerful New Flect was at 
the ſatne time fitted out to Cruize in the 


- Adriatick, The Senate hereupon would have 


made complaint to the Marquis of Bedamar, 
which he anticipated by much greater of his 
ownz dcclaring that he could not be accounta- 
ble for the Actions of the Duke of Office. 3 
and That the King hjguſclt,cheir Maſter, would 
not avow them; Tit amidlt fo many Fa- 


yours 2nd kind Treatmcats, he received du- 
_— 43 ring 
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ring his Miniltry at Fenice, The only diſplea- þ 
ſure he had conceived, was to find thas they _. 
imputed the Condud&t and Behaviour of that 
Duke wholly to his Counſels 3 wherein he ne- 
ver had the leaſt Share : That from the ſleu- | 
dereſt remarks upon the Duke of Ofſiena might 
be eaſily colle&ed, That he had no other Guide 
than his own Capricios And as for his own 
part, they might alſo make a Judgment of his 
Temper and Diſpoſition, from the Peaccable 
proceedings of the Governor of Milan, of 
whoſe preterment he gloried to have becn the = 
Author, 

Tt is true, That Governor exactly obſerved 
the Suſpenſion 3 howbeit, he continued ſtill 
in Arms, which to render the more plauſible, 
he judged it needful to contrive new Diſputes 
with the Duke of Savoyon pretext that the 
Troops diſmiſt by that Prince, were (til de- 
tained in the Country of Vaux, to attend 
there the compleat Execution of the Treaty 
Don Pedro therefore refuſed to the Count de | 
Bethune todiſarm, as had been accorded at Pa- 
via, He allo obliged the Duke of Mantua to 
the ſame Reſolution, as far asit depended on 
him. The Count de Bethune publiſht a Proteſt 
againſt the m, and upon their refuſal retired : 
Which Proteſt was Anſwered by the Marquis 
of Bedamar, in the Tiwſt colourable Terms 
he could invent. 
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þ It may eaſily he judged by theſe Occurren- 
. ces of how much importance it was to haſten 
cowards Execution, it being fo difficult to 
preſerve Afﬀairs in a poſture which gave (© 

\ faira fromile of ſucceſs. 

Ta the mgan time, the Puke of Ofſyng had 
not diſpatcht Nolgtz and the Ambal ador on 
the pojnt of deſpair, ſent him InſtruCtions to 
diſcoyer by all means poſſible, what ſhould be 
the Cauſe 3 which in the Egd came to be un- 


} 
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t derſtood. 

g Some time after the Captain had been cn- 
tertained in the Venetian Service, the Duke, 

d who would be inſtruced 'in the Aﬀairs of 

Il Venice by varicty of Methods , diſpatcht after 

> himan Hraliay, by Name Alexander Spineſa, 

'S who was to be 3 Spy on all Occurrences, and 


e _ being a Stranger, was ſoon taken into Em- 
= Pployment amongſi the Crowd of other Soldi- 
d <ersof Fortune that GP He had a 
I ſtrong belicf, that the Duke had' ſcme great 
ſe  Eunterprizc in Defign, but did not ſuſpect that 
;- | the Corſair had hcen the ConduRtor of the 
o Proje&qt: Howbeit, he doubted whether the 
n Dukes diſpleaſure lay ſo heavy on him as the 
ſt World bclicved. Ypon Spiroſs's Arrival at Ve- 
: mice, he had offercd td the Vice-Kinz to Pony- 
is ard the Captain, which the Vice-King retuſcd, 
3s fromthedanger he whhid run in the Executt- 
| On. Spinoſa was a Man of Wit, and being ac- 

ft. | Ka N 4 quainted 
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quainted with the Duke, Judged, That in 
Caſe he had no ſtronger Motive of refuſal, the 
hazard of one Mans Life could be!no retard- 
menit to his Revenge : Nevertheleſs the Duke | 
gave him in Charge to obſerve the Actions of 
theCorſarr;which he did citherto amuſeSpineſa, 
or that theVice-King was of thoſe that intircly 
confided in no body, and waswilling to mark, 
how far. Spizoſa's Account of the Captain, 
agreed: with the Captains own Letters. 

Spins the better to acquit him of his Com- 
miſſon,mixes himſelf with ſeveral Frexch Men 
he had formerly known at Naples, and much 
frequented the Captain at Venice : Theſe be- 
ing of the Conſpiracy, rendred an cxat Ac- 
count to the Captain of Spinoſa”s Diſquiliti- 
ons upon his Condud 3 They alſo diſcovered, 
that this Spy traced ſome Deſign of his own, 
and was debauching People into the Scrvice of 
the Duke of Offiena. 

The Captain was in great Indignation, that 
the Duke ſcrupled to have an intire confidence 
in him » howbcit, was not at all ſurprizcd : 
He only conſidered that in cafe Spixoſa ſhould 
continue to Cabal, unleſs they had an under- 
{landing together, he could infeeble theirParty 
by dividing it, and there would be no prudent 
declaring himſelf to qzz that had Commiſli- 
Qn to be a Spy upon ih; 
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The Marquis of Bedamar, and Renault , 
Judged alſo that they could not ſpare, much 


time in providing a remedy to this Inconveni- 


ence, and after mature Conference upon the 
point, concluded there could be no ſecurity 
for them, but in Spinoſa's Death : He was 
one that would (ell his Life dear, in Caſe of 
an Attempt to aſſaſſin him 3 his Profeſſion 
keeping him in a continual Poſture of defence; 
And the Captain was at laſt reduced to im- 
peach him to the Council of Ten, as a Spy of 
the Duke of Offuna's, after having cſſayed in 
vain all other means for his deſiruQion. 

The French Men with whom he had had 
Converſation , framed their Depolitions (o 
Judiciouſly,and Circumſtantially, that he was 
apprehended, ' and privatly Strangled the ſame 
' day 5 all that he could exhibit to the Judges, 
in prejudice of the Captain, being invalid, as 
proceeding from his Accuſer, and not being a- 
ble to prove any thing he depos'd. 

This Afﬀair exceedingly 'augmented the 
Captains Reputation with the Vexetians, but 
was a ſentible Affiiction to the Marquis of Be- 
damar , as bcing a uſeful 'intimation to them 
to obſerve more ttrictly the Conduct of the 
Strangers entertained in their Service. 

The Duke of Ofſge learnt Spinoſa's Death 
upon Nolet's Arrival it Naples, and was not 
long jj gueſſing at & Author, The dif- 

2.» pleaſure 
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_ ure he conceived thereat, was expreſt in 
5 reſentment to the Marquis of Bedamar,that 
he had not given him ſome advice thereupon 3 
and the divers Reflections this accident crea- 
&ed in his Spirit, reduced him to Terms of 
the greateſt uncertainty what to reſolve on. 
Ip the mean time the Troops of Leiveſtein ha- 
ving mutined anew , were by Order of the 
Senate, led to the Lazaretto about two Miles 
from Vexice in the beginning of February. The 
Marquis of Bedamar, fearing they might 
£PMe to an accord with the Republick touch- 
ing their Pay, and that thereupon they ſhould 
be compelled to depart , wrought with ſome 


of their Officers, that they ſhould refuſe the 


Terms were then offered them, to improve 


the favourable occaſion of the viciuity of theſe 


Troops, + | 
Nolot was charged by an Expreſs, to re- 


preſent to the YVice-King, that within the 


Term of that Month, they ſhould have near 
$000 Meu at their Devotion. 

| Nelos forgot nothing of his Duty, but the 
Vice-Kivg ,” who had not yet perfectly dige- 


ticd his Choler, amuſed him fo long, that at- 


ter fix weeks expectation, the Officers fearing 
leſt the Soldiers ſhould be reduced by their ill 
Accommodation, to Treat without them 3 
came themſelves to = tine by conſent 


of the Conſpizators, - who could tind po Ex- 
WE pedient., ; 
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Expcdient to prevent it. Ten days after N6- 
lot arrived with the Dukes ReſoJution , ſuch 
as they could wiſh, but addreſt to Robert Bru- 
lard, one of the Captain's Comradesz but the 
Ambaſſador and the Captain being vigorouſly 
intent upon the Iſſue of thcir Intrigue, ex- 
preſt not the Jeaſt Concern at the Aﬀeont the 
Duke did them in that Addreſs. He adviſed, 
That he was now able whenſoever they ſhould 
delire it, to ſupply them with Barks, Brigan= 
tines & other (mall Veſlels,adjuſted to thePorts 
and Chaunels of Venice, and in number capa- 
ble to receive 6000 Men if it were necdtful : 
Nalot had viewed the Troops and Veſſels, 
which were all in a ready Poſture, and the 
Captain .Ordered the Sounding of the ſeveral 
Depths of Water in the Ports and Channels 
that were to Conduct them to the Place of St. 
Mark,, where they were to Land : for he 
having ſtore of Scamen at his Devotion, by 
reaſon of his Command, they without ſuſpi- 
cion, had free Paſſage to and fro through the 
ſeveral Channels as otten as thcy pleaſed 3 . by 
which means. it was very ealy to take all ne- 
ceſſary Meaſures moſt exactly. There only 
now reſted how to prevent the departure 
of Lieveſteins Troops, which to ettcC, there 
was no want of Mgacy 3 the rigour alſo of 
the Seaſon, was a We cable colour for their 
delzy z the greateſi pag? remained ill at the 

4 ; 2) ON Lazaretto, 
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Lazaretto, and ſuch as had embarkt before 
Nolot's Arrival, were entertained in ſeveral 
places at hand- 

To relieve Renazlt and thc Captain, amidſt 
the Cares of this buſineſs (which now grew 
too heavy for them to ſupport) it was conclu- 
ded neceſſary,to take in cightcen more at leaft , 
Men of Courage and Underſtanding , and 
ſuch on whom they might intirely rely: They 
compoſed this number, of nine of thoſe with 
whom Renault had dealt at Friol , and of 
the -principal of thoſe that the Captain had 
invited from Naples 3 they were five Captains 
of Veſſels like himſelf, viz. Vincent Robert of 
Marſeilles, Laurence Nolot, and Robert Bru- 
lard (of whom mention hath been made al- 
ready) the two laſt French Comptoi's, alſo one 
Lawrence Brulard, and a Provincal , named 
Antbony Jaffier : there were alſo two Brothers 
Lorrainers, Charles and Fohn Boleau, and an 
Italian named Fohn Rizzardos (theſe three 
were excellent Petardiers) together with a 
French Man called Anglade, who had the Re- 
Pute of one of the ableſt Fire-Maſters of his 
eime. 

" The capacity of this laſt was ſo remarkable, 
that he had quickly obtained Liberty co pra- 
Rice in his Profeſſiongy the Arſenal, and by 
. that means the two PAardier, his Comrades 
had free Entry : Beſia» theſe already ,m=nti- 
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oned, there was one Villa Mezzana, and Re- 
 Þ tro, who were of thoſe that Renault had 
| _ gained, and that had had imployment in time 
paſt; Thete tix drew fo exad&t a Plot of 
| the Delign, that thoſe that had never been 
; F upon the place, might have diſcourſed there- 
upon as Judicioully, as thoſe that Framed it. 
Theſe reccived alſo much Aſſiſtance in their 
Bufincls, from two Officers of the Arſenal; 
that the Captain had drawn in 3 they had ap- 
pearcd to him diſfatisfycd with their Imploy- 
ment; were furniſht with Qualities pro- 
© per for his Delign, capable of engaging,if con- 
vinced of their Interctt, and of complying 
faithfully, with whatſoever they ſhould Pro- 
| miſe: The Iſſue applauded the Judgment he 
| had made,6 he fo ſeaſoned hisComplements to 
them (which he expreti on all occations with 
F-1 a conliderable number of Spaniſh Piltols, 
EA which he had by him to diſtribute) that they 
| became charmed in a pcrtect Obedience to all 
ko he could command them. 

L Anglade,and theſe two, had their Quar- 
| tcrs in the Arſenal ; Renault had taken with 
| himſclt co the Ambaſſadors of France, three of 

his Friends, Bribe, Brainville, and Laurence 

Brulard ; the three Petardiers remained at the 

Marquis of Bedamars, wiio furniſhed them 

with Powder and other Materials and Intiru- 

ments neceſſary cPemploy them in their Pro- 
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feſſion, but without ever having any Commus 
nication with them ; they had already made 
more 'Petards and Fire-Works, than they 
ſhould want; and the Ambaſſadors Palace 
was ſo filled, that it was not capable of Lodg- 


ng more : The Captain remained at his Or= 


dinary Quarters , but alone, to prevent ſu- 
ſpicion in caſe he ſhould be obſerved : And 
for the reſt, he had lodged them at the Cur 
tizans, wherc he and Renaxlt had their firſt 
Encounter. The Efteem and Friendſhip that 
fucceded the Love they had had for that Wo- 
man, but eſpecially the Knowledg they had 
of her Adventure, gave them affurance they 
could not make a better Choice : She was of 
an Jland of the Greeks, in the Archipelago 3 
and of Condition as Noble as was poſhble in 
a Country under the Government of Venice: 
He that Commanded there for the Republick; 
had it ſeems Debaucht her upon ſome great 
Promiſes, and afterwards cauſed her Father to 
be aſſaſſined, for endeavouring to oblige him 
to coniply with his Promiſe : The Woman 
thereupon, tranſported her ſelf to Venice, to 
demand Juſtice of the Murder; but to no 
purpoſe, and having in the purſuit ſpent the 
little ſhe had, her Beauty repaired now the mi- 
{cry it had occaſioned. 

People of Noble xn” ill form their 


reſentments proportioneg} to their Quality, 
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when reduced torProfeflions ugworthy their 
Birth 3 She therefore became Raviſht upon her 
firſt notice of the Project of thoſe twg Friends, 
and without reJuctancy hazardcd all in their 
Favour,and thereupon ſhe nires one of the lar- 
>eſtHouſes of the Town, and under colour of 
ome Work was firſt to be done, removes bue 
part of her Goods, to the end ſhe might have 
a reaſonable Pretext of till keeping poſſeſſion 
of both, being not far aſunder. 

It was in theſe two Houſes, that eleven of 
the Principal Conſpirators had their Reſidence 
near ſix Months, and as the had freely recei- 
ved Viſits before from whatſoever Pleaſant 
People, Strangers or Venetians occalionally 
frequented her Houſe; Yet now, lelt fo 
great a concourſe ſhould expoſe her Gueſts to 
too much Obſervation, for more ſecurity, ſhe 
feigned her ſelf Indifpoſed. 

Whoſoever has obſerved with what reſpeR 
Women of that Profefſton are Treated in Ira+ 
ly,will eafily conclude, That her Houſe by this 
means became moſt obſcure and ſolitary to 
all that had not buſineſs thither : The Con- 
fpirators never went abroad but by Night,and 
co the end they might have that at liberty,they 
held their Aﬀemblies by day, in which Afſem- 
blies Renault and the Captain propoſed ſuch 
matters as had beenggebated with the Mar- 
quis de Bedgmar, whertin the Opinion of the 
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Company was conſulted together with their 
Reſolutions upon the Methods of Executing 
them. ' . | 

Whenſoever it imported them to viſit the 
Ambaſſador, they performed it with all re- 


quilite Circumſpection in a Country and a 3 


Conjuncture where Ambaſſadors Houſes were 
watched and obſerved, as it they had been ſo 
many Encmies 3 and this more cfpecially. It 
had been a ſtanding Reſolution among them, 
that it would be neccſſary to receive and 
conceal about a thouſand Men in the Ci- 
ty, bcfore they came to Execution 3 But be- 
cauſe it would be dangerous to introduce 
them with thcir Arms; The Marquis of Be- 
damar had made Provilion of Arms for more 
than 500 Mtn, nor was there much difliculty 
indoing this witha perte& ſecurity, in regar 
Ambaſſadors Gondola's were exempt trom Vis 
fits of Othcers, trom whercſoever they thould 
come 3 and therefore nothing now remained, 
buc @ fit occation to introduce the to00 Men 
into the City without expoling them to obſcr- 
vation. 

The Doge Donato died, and they had cho+ 
ſen in his ticad, Anthony Prinli, whole Reli- 
dence was at that time at Friol, in Order to 
the duc Execution of the Treaty. The Ges 
neral bySca had Order fo wait upon him with 
the Naval Army thg* Grand Chancellor and 

= -JEcres 


ww» 
I 


F 


ad a ay mm. Pm Oo com 


4 _ _-_ —" SS SC n TW LE Cy nn ww . £©* 7a . vm, wa - _ 


_—_—_—_—_—_— a. ett. Bl 


againſt the State of Venice. 65 


Secretaries of State were to be more early than 
the reſt in their Addrefles to preſent him with 
the Ducal Bonnet 3 Twelve of the Principal 
Secretaries were to follow as Ambaſſadors of 
the Republick, every one by himſelf, in a 
Brigantine Armed and magnificently equipt 
with a Noble Attendance 3 The Senate it (el 
was to goin a Body, and receive him far at 
Sea upon the Bxcextaur , and Conduct him to 
the City with all that Pomp : Now becauſc it 
rarely happens that their Dukes upon their 
EleQion are abſent from the City, that Cerce 
mony had drawn together an intinite number 
of curious People, _ 

The Marquis of Bedamar, that ſoreſaw all 
this, upon the firſt notice of the Election of 
Priuli, ſent Nolot a ſecond time to Naples , 
with Order to get diſpatcht in his preſence, 
with all poſſible diligence,the Brigantines, &c: 
of the Duke of Offenaz and to prevent all 
Colour for delay, The Captain had in Charge 
to preſent the Duke with an cxaet Plot or 
Project of the Execution, and above all, to 
account to him what had happened at Venice, 
during Nolots firſt Voyage. 

The Captain therefore refines upon that 
Precaution, and being willing to deal with 
the Vice-kings humour , by variety of Mc- 
thods, repreſented Thagthey had not concci- 
ved the leaſt reaſon, 0 gmplaint againit his 
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Excellency, finiſhing his Addrefs with theſe 
words: 

I accuſe the negligence of Nolos, for fo te- 
dious a delay at Naples 3 for I cannot doubt, 
but if he had made juſt Repreſentation of Af- 
fairs, your Excellency had quickned his di- 
ſpatch 3 He muſt needs therefore, have made 
demand of mony, or ſomething equivalent 3 
howbeit, he had expreſs Orders to the Con- 
trary : And I do engage to hold Venice yet fix 
Months in my Power, if it be neceſlary, to 
attend your Exccllencies great effect 3 provi- 
ded, you diſpatch away the Brigantines, up- 
on Noelots Arrival, with the 6000 Men you 
have offered, 

This Letter is of the 7th. of April bemg 
the day of Nolors departure. 

In the mean time, Renanls brought into 
Venice all the Officers of the Troops they had 
gained , that they might Survey the City, 
and acquaint themſelves with their rcſpeRive 
Poſts, to the cud there might be no diforder, 
when they ſhould come to Execution. Bcfore 
they departed, they had made choice of 1000 
Men out of the Hollands Troops, to be ready 
to March at day-break y and that the abſence 
of this 1000 Men might be lefs remarkable, 
they cautiouſly pick > 
as they lay diſperſed ghgit the Country: And 
the better to _—_— this namber every 
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ſingle Officer hixed whac Lodgingys he could, 
without giving occaſion of fulbicion telling 
their Holts they were for Strangers that came 
to fee the Solemnityz and as to the Officers, 
they conceald themſelves among the Curti- 
zans, where, upon Terms of good payment, 
they were more fceure than they could be elfe- 
where. 

There remained nothing now, buc to frame 
a Scheme of the Execution, which the Mar 
quis of Bedamar, Renants, and the Captain, 

concluded together ſhould be as follows. 
Upon the cloſe of the Evening, thoſe of 
the 1000 Soldiers, that were come un- Armed, 
ſhould repair and furniſh themſclves at the 
Ambaſſadors 5oo of them ſhould draw up 
in the place of St. Mark, to be headed by the 
Captain : The beft part of the remaining 
five hundred ſhould joyn with Retande, 
near the Arſenal, and' the reſt ſhould poſſeſs 
themſelves of all che' Barks, Gondolas, and 
other like Veſſels art the: Rialto with cheſe 
they ſhould haſten with all diligence to cran+ 
fpore near 1000-Soldices more of the Troops 
of Leiveſtein,that were ſtill at the Lawarerto:du- 
ring which Paſſage they ſhould Govern them+ 
ſelves with all: the ſilence imaginable 3. to the 
end they might nor give the Alarum till that 
Party ſhould be joynads Howvbeic, in calc of 
necelſity, and thar + perceive th: m* 
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ſclves to be diſcovered,then the Captain ſhould 
Retrench himfelt in the place of St. Mark 
Rexault ſhould make him(clf Matter of . the 
Arſenal, as ſhall be deſcribed : and upon fi- 
ring two. pieces of Canon, (which fhall be 
for a Signal to the Brigantines, of the Duke 
of Ofſuna,that were to be in readinebs to enter 
the Port ) The Spaniards then ſhould ſupply 
the want of the Troops that were to be tran- 
(ſported. 

In caſe they ſhould not be obliged to de- 
clare during their Paſſage, then, upon the 
Landing of the Hollands Soldiers, at the place 
of St. Mark, the Captain ſhould joyn 500 of 
thoſe to the 500 he had with him, which the 
Serjeant- Major Durand ſhould command 3 
which 10co Men thould be ranged in Battalia 
in the place, whilt the Captain with 200 
ſhould poſſeſs himſelt of the Dxcal Palace,and 
eſpecially of the Armory that was there ; as 
well to furniſh their own Wants, a5 to pre- 
vent the Enemies ſupply. 160 others, under 
the Condudt of Bribe, ſhould make themſelves 
Maſters of the Secquez and another 100 un- 
der Brainvilte, of the Procwratie , by the Afli- 
ſtance of a Party they ſhould warily intro- 
duce into'the Bel/-Tower the fame day: Theſe 
Jatt ſhould remain as a Corps of Guard in the 
Tower, during the Rgggreſs of the Enter- 
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Alarum. The Entries of all the Streets ſhould 
alſo be def: nded by Corps of Guard, where 
they ſhould alſo have Artillery planted to 
Command the Streetsz and till they could be 
ſupplicd out of the Arſenal, they ſhould take 
ſome out of the Gallyfoit of the Council of 
Ten, which was near at hand, and would re- 
guire no dithculty to ſeize. 

In all the places they ſurpriz'd, and where- 
in they a Corps of Guard, they ſhould 
put every Man to the Sword and during 
theſe divers Mcthods of Execcation, round 
about St. Marks Place , the Serjeant-Major 
ſhould continue in Eattalia in the midſt, with 
the reft of the Troops. All this Progreſs 
ſhall be made with the leaſt noiſe poflible. 
Theu they may begin to give the Alarum, by 
applying the Petards to the Gates of the Ar- 
ſenal : upon which noiſe, the eight Con(pi- 
rators, that had laid down the Draught, and 
that ſhall be within, ſhall apply firc in ſeveral 
places thereof , by the help of the Artiticial 
Fire-Works they had prepared for that pur- 
poſe at the Ambaſſadors, as they had the Pe- 
tards : and then they ſhall Ponyard the Prin- 
cipal Othcers. 

Herein there will be no difficulty, in the 
Confuſion which the Fire and the Noiſe of the 
Petards will bring Mongſt them 3 eſpecially 
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They ſhall afterwards joyn with Rexovlt,upon 
whoſe Entry, they ſhall put all to the Sword 3 
and the Soldiers then ſhall tranſport the Ar- 
tillexy. to the ſeveral places of Importance a- 
bout the Town. wiz at Arena de Mari, to 
the Foxtego de Redeſehi, to the Magazin, to 
the Clock:Tower of the Procuratie,to the Ryal- 
$0, and other Eminenaes, from whence they 
_ be able to batter the Town to Ruines, in 
caſc of Reſiſtance. Whilſt Renanlt is attempt- 
ing the Arſens!, tc Captain ſhall force the 
Priſon of St. Mark, giving Arms to the 
Priſoners, killing alfo the Principal Senators : 
and ſuch as are appointed ſhall ſet the Town 
en Fire in above forty ſeveral Places, the moſt 
remote one from another that might be, to bc- 
gct the greaterConſternation. 

lo the mean time, the Duke of Offans's 
Party of Spaniards, having undcrftood the 
Signal which ſhall be given upon Maficring 
the Arſenal, will Arrive, and Land alſo at chc 
Place of St. Mark, diſperſing themſclycs im- 
mediately into all the Principal Quarters of 
the City, ws. St. Georges, the Fews Quar- 
ter, and others under the Conduct ot the 
nine other head-Confſpirators , whil nothing 
{hall be Proclaimed but Liberty. 

And after Execution of theſe Orders, the 
Pillage ſhall be free 3 Wempting only Strar- 


gers, from whom gyigthal Plundercd, 
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on pain of Death 3 rcfuling Mercy to none 
But to ſuch as ſhall reſiſt, 

Nolos found things in fo proſperous condi- 
tion upon his Atrival at Naples, That the 
6200 Men Einbarkt the next day, under Con- 
dudt of one Elliot an Engliſh Man. To pre- 
vent all occation of Suſpicion, the Dake of 
Ofſtaus Ordered his great Fleet to fetch a very 
large Compals before they ſtood their true 
Courſe; but he difpatcht Ellzt and the Bri- 
gautines by a ſhorter Cut. 

Upon the ſecond day of their departure 
this lictle Flect meets with a Squadron of Py- 
rats of Barbary, which attacque them and 
they being rather cquipt for the convenient 
Carriage aud Accommodation of their Sokdi- 
ears, than for a Battle, were cxtreamly preft 
by the Advors Artillery, whoſe Veſlcls were 
Yarer and better Armed : And notwithſtand- 
ing the great numbers of People that were 
crowded on Board thoſe of Naples, much in- 
commoded them in their defence : yet, being 
all choice Spanierds, they would have given 
the Enemy fo brisk an Attacque with their 
Swords, whenlocver they had Boarded, that 
the Pyrats would poſſibly have repented their 
having obſtructed their Voyage, but a violent 
Storm came up and. ſeparated them in the 


. heat of their Engagagnent. 
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The little Fleet was fo Shattered, that they 
would not be in Condition to put to Sea again 
in ſome time 3 And the Marquis of Bedamar, 
upon advice hereof, finding, he could not pre- 
vent the Solemnity they were preparing at 
Venice , aſſiſted there in Perſon, in a more 
Splendid manner than any body : He proteſt- 
ed in a full Aſſembly of the Senate, making 
his Complement to the New Duke, That the 
particular Joy he had expreſſed at his Exalta- 
tion , ſprung from an aſſurance that his Serc- 
nity would retain upon the Throne, the ſame 
favourable inclinations towards the accom- 
pliſhment of the Peace he had fo latdy ex- 
preſt at Friol. 

Afﬀeer this Audience,he ſent to Renault & the 
Captain, of whom he immediately demanded 
if they judged it neceſſary wholly to decline 
the Enterprize ? To which, they replied, That 
they were not only on the contrary Opinion, 
but that none of their Companions had diſco= 
vered leſs Conſtancy upon the diſgrace of the 
Fleet, than it they had Arrived in ſafety 3 
and that they were generally diſpoſed to take 
all neceſſary meaſures to preſerve their Party 
in the beſt Poſture, in expectation. of ſome 
more favourable Conjuntture. 

The Ambaſſador, who had made this Pro- 
poſition with much Reluctancy, upon their 
Anſwer embraccd = with Tears of Joy 
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in his Eyes 3 and told them (with a freedom 
fo Emphatical as would have fortified the 
weakelt hcart, and inſpired with Courage and 
Bravery the moſt affrighted Spirit) That great 
Revolutions , which in Vulgar Afﬀairs are 
Subjects of Surprize, are the Natural and 
Common Contingencies of extraordinary En- 
terprizes : That theſe are the only Tryals of 
our Fortitudez and We are then only capable 
to conclude our (clves qualified for great De- 
ſigns, when we have once [t9od the Shock of 
a Defeat with Conltancy and Tranquillity. 
Hereupon, it was reſolved between the Mar- 
quis and his two Contidents, That the Execu- 
tion ſhould be Reſpited until the Feaſt of 4- 
ſeenſion, which was not far off, and was the 
greateſt Solemnity of Venice: That in the 
mean time, they ſhould continue the Troops 
in their reſpeive Quarters, by furniſhing 
them with all the Conveniences they could de- 
fire; and That there ſhould be no want of mo- 
ny to be diſtributed amongſt the Officers for 
that purpoſe: That of 3oo of them, which 
were received into Venice, they ſhould detain 
the Principal among them as Hiuſtages for the 
Fidelity of the reft, and return the inferior 
Othcers to their reſpeRtive Commands; as 
well to preſerve the Soldiers in their Obedi- 
ence, as to Icflensthe number in the Town ; 
Jett ſo many Othccrs | Souls miniſter occaſion 

® 6 2 of 


74 AConſpirncy of the Spaniards 

of Suſpicion. That they ſhould provide the 
the molt agreeable Entertainments and Di» 
verſions they could for thoſe that remained, 


for their amuſement : and to the cad they - 


A O_ lexſure if it were poſlible to 
make refleion upon the preſent Poſture of 
Aﬀairs; That the twenty principal Conſpira- 
tors ſhould have a watchful Eye upon their 
Motions and Behaviour , and to oblige the 
Republick to conſent to the retardment of the 
Troops of Leiveſteon,8 not yet to diſmiſs thoſe 
of Noſſaw. The Governor of Milan, and 
Vice-King of Naples forbore to put in Exc- 
cution the late Treaty of Peace. All that 
humane Wit could contrive of pretexe and 
apology to oppoſe againſt Reaſon, was fug- 
pcſted by the Marquis of Bedamar, and put 
in Execution by Don Pedro, and the Duke of 
Offana: howbeit, they were conſtrained to 
make daily ſome advance towards the Peace, 
in ſpite of their Averſion.. 

The Council of Spain durſt not hazard any 
thing/\upon their hopes of ſucceſs in a Tranſ- 
aQion (o doubtfu], asthat of the Conſpiracy. 
And France being reſolved to avow the Trea- 
ty of Paris, obliged the Venetians © agree 
that the Duke of Fevoy ſhould diſmiſs the 
Troops he had detained in the Country of 
Vanx, and that ſerved ww» a Pretext to Don 
Pedro's flow motions. @ This, difhculty being 
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removed, the Marquis of Bedamar thinking 
to make-that Prince to deadline Reſtitution of 
the Placcs he had taken in Mowntferrat, cauſed 
a Rumour to be ſpread, That aſſoon as the 
Duke of Mantza ſhould be recftabliſhr, 
he would difpoſe of that State to the Sparti- 
ards, At the ſame time Don Pedro ſtudies an 


unreaſonable Quarrel, with a Miniſter of the 


Duke of Savoy s that had accompanicd the 
French Arnbaſſador to Milan, Ordering his dow 
parture thence. The Duke, h—_— at this 
Injury, recals them to his own Court, and 
thereupon put a ftop to the reſtoring of the 
places he poſſeſt ; But the Ambaſſadors obvia- 
ting to him, how he was haftning into the 
Snare Don Pedro had laid for him, prevailed 
upon him.to delipcr up at once all the Places 
he had taken. DonPedro was ſo aftoniſhe at this 
News, that he was not able to conceal his 
Surprize, even in his publick Diſcourſes. And 
hereupon it becaine neceflary that he ſhould re- 
teaſe his Priſoucrs, and deliver up the leffer 
places 3 buc as touching, Verſeil, which was 
the Eſſential Point, he made fo range dith» 
cultics therein that they threatned him from 
Spaze to recal him before the ordinary time. 
To which he replicd, That it would be a diſho- 
nour for him to reſtore that Place during the 
French Ambaſſido.s abode at Milan , whoſe 
preſence wor Soom ge Awe him to that 
7 "F< # & Com- 
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Complement 3 they therefore retire : and he 
then declares, That the Duke of $4voy ought 
firſt to make Reſtitution for certainLands that 
appertained to ſome of the Duke of Mantua's 
Subjects 3 thoſe Lands were therefore relin- 
quiſhe 3 but Verſeil was not yet reſtored. In 
Concluſion, France being willing to make a 
Match between Madam Chriſtina the Kings 
Silter, and the Prince of Pzedmont (whereup- 
on it was accorded deciſively, touching that 
Place) Dox Pedw began now by withdrawing 
his AmmunKion and Artillery he had there, 
but with moſt incredible protraction. 

The Marquis of Bedamar, injoyning him 
toa yet greater delay, inſinuated he ſhould 
exact new Aſſurances of the Duke of Savey, 
in favour of the Duke of Mantxa. But the 
Miniſters themſelves of Mantza declared by a 
Manifeſto made publick in writing, That they 
did not demand thoſe Aſſurances: How ill ſoe- 
ver the Marquis Bedamar reliſht this D:clara- 
tion, the Condu@ of the Duke of Ofſiena was 
much more diſtaſtful to him : for the Duke 
tired with the clamorous Complaints of the 
Venetians from all Parts, upon his continuing 
to molcſ the Navigation of the Gulph,and ha- 
ving no other reply to make, Anſwered; That 
he would not be drawn to delilt, whilſt the 
Venetians cntertained in«their Service, the 
moſt implacable Enguaies of the King his 
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Maſter. ?Tis not hard to make a Judgment by 
the endcavors of the Ambafiadour, to detain 
the Hollands Troops ( the ſubje& of the 
DukesComplaint)with what deſpair he tearne 
this Anſwer of the Duke:Hedid not doubt but 
the Senate that courted Peace at any Rate, 
would diſmiſs them, to lcave the Duke with- 
out excuſe. But the Iſſue once more deceived 
the Prudence of the Marquis of Bedamar : 
Some Spirit, indulgent to the extravagancics 
of the Duke of Ofſena, compelled the Veneti- 
ans tO a Reſolution thereupon direAly contras 
ry both to their Intereſt and Inclination. Ie 
was remonſtrated to the Senate, That the Re« 
publick had but too much already betrayed 
their Inclinations for Peace, 1 all their pro- 
ceedings, and which had indeed been the 
ground of ſo much Phlegme in the Spaniſh 
Miniſters: and if they ſhould be led to accord 
alſo to this laſt inſtance of the Vice-King, he 
would be thought to give Laws to Venice, 
and that, ;nfiead of diſmiſſing the Hollands 
Troops , it imported rather to detain the 
Troops of Leiveſteon, that were upon depar- 
ture, in Order to the intire Exccution of 
the Articles of Peace. 

The Joy the Marquis of Bedamar conceived 
at this Reſolution, was ſomewhat allayed up- 
on the diſcovery of the Complot at Crema : 
The Enſtgn, Provencal, and the haliau Cap- 
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78 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 
tain, that had been gained , falling out at 
Plays the Quarxel came to a Duel, wherein 
the Captain was mortally wounded > who, to 
diſburthen his Conſcience, made confeſſion of 
all at his Death tro the Venetian Officer who 
commanded. 

The Enſign miſtrufting the Iſſue, upon his 
wounding the Captain, betook him to 
Flight, together with ſuch others of the.Com- 
plices as he had leifure to advertize : the reſt 
were ſurprizedz amongſt which the French 
Licutenant, who was the head of that Deſign. 
But whereas Renawle had no correſpondence 
with them but by an Agent who wasa Mzl- 
laneſe, and happened to be out of the way, 
this whole Delign was imputed to Dox Pedro. 
Eight days after this, the Serjeant Major, who 
had: undertaken to deliver Maraw , having 
with-held tor his own ule ſome Profits accru- 
ing co a Servant of the Commiſſaries, as alſo 
of a Penhoner cf the Republick , theſe, en» 
raged at their Loſs, took occation upon his 
abſence, to enter into his Houſe, break open 
his Coftcrs, and take away his Mony and Pa- 
pers among which were found Letters 
which made niention of the Delign : How be- 
it, he haviry no other light but from the 
Dukes Ageri, with whom he had Treated, 
he could acculc no budy hut the Duke 3 but 
he takes a nvblcr Reſolution 3 he therefore in 
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the midſt of his Torments replyed, That he 
was afſured they would never ſave him 
though he ſhould confeſs the naked Fruth,and 
that he thought it better to leave to his Com- 
panions, if he had any, to revenge his Death, 
than to betray them by a fruitleſs Confeſſion. 
Publick thanksgivings were now performed 
in Vemice for thele two Diſcoveries, whiltt the 
main Enterprize became by theſe accidents 
more proſperousthan before 

The Senate at length concluding they had 
diſcovered the ſecret Cauſe of the Spaniards 
ſo irregular proceedings, and theſe two Plots 
being detected, they propoſed to themfelves a 
State of perfe&t Repoſe 2nd Tranquillity, and 
an aſſurance of an intire conſ.ummacion of the 
Treaty. 

In the mean Seaſon, the time of Executi- 
on draws near : After the Sunday that pre- 
cedes the Aſcenſion day untilPentecoſt, there is 
held in Venice one of cthemoſt famous Fairs in 
the World 3 the great concourſe of Trading 
people could give no impediment to the ſur- 
prize of the Town, and would yield a fair 
opportunity of introducing the 1000 Soldi- 
ers, who mixing themlelvez with the Mer- 
chants, could cnter and Jodg themfelves 
without being remarked : and it was ealte to 
remove trom the Venetian Towns wherein 
they were diſperſcd, in regard chat ſome time 
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before ſuch as had been molt preſt to retire 
home had diſbanded themſelves; and the Offi- 
ccrs of the Town took now no turther care, in 
conſideration they were ſo many people that 
lived free of all Charge to the Republick. But, 
leſt it ſhould occaſion any Surprize, that ſo 
great a number ſhould now Disband in fo 
ſhort a time, the greateſt part pretended 
at their departure they went to the Fair at Ve- 
nice » diſguiling themſelves under the Chara- 
Qers of all ſorts of Profeſſions : they obſerved 
to lodg themſelves in Parties that ſpake dif- 
ferent Languages, to the end the better to re. 
move all ſuſpicion of Intelligence 3 obſerving 
a ſtrangeneſs and unacquaintance among 
themſelves. 

The 500 Spaniards, deſtined to the Plot at 
Crema that was diſcovercd, were ſent at the 
ſame time into the Neighbourhood of Breſcia, 
to poſſeſs themſelves of that City upon the 
firſt intimation of ſucceſs in the Conſpiracy, 
and by favour of tie Faction, that the Licu« 
tenant of the Count de Naſſaw had formed 
there,and ſtill held out. As to theVeneriar Fleet, 
that wasHarbourcd in Dalmatia,butin Condi- 
tion tobe able to put toSea upon the hrſtSum- 
mons, by reaſon of the Duke of Ofſtena's un- 
certain Motions. The Captain ſent to the 
Commanders of the 12 Ships in his abſence a 
ſort of Firc- Works, very herce, to diſtribute 
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ſecretly throughout the whole Fleet the Eve 
of the Execution, As no body had any cauſe 
to ſuſpe& thoſe Officers, it was very caſy to 
effe& this, without the leaſt obſervation : they 
were Ordered to adjuſt the meaſurcs of their 
Match, that their Fire- Works might take cf- 
fect, if poſſible, in one and the ſame Mo- 
ment 3 and that, in caſe any ſhould eſcape, 
they ſhould poſſeſs thera by force of Arms, or 
ſink them with their great Guns : That they 
ſhould then make the beſt of their way to- 
wards Venice , and there diſpoſe themſelves 
for a ready Execution of whatſoever Orders 
they ſhould receive : Howbeit, they were to 
attend new Inſtructions. 

For the time of Execution, the day was 
appointed to be the Sxnday before Aſcen- 
ſfion-day, which is the firſt of the Fair. The 
Duke of Ofſina had now ſo Ordered the Con- 
duct of his little Fleet , that they Arrived, 
without any memorable Accident, within fix 
Miles of Venice 3 It was ranged in two Squa- 
drons, which wcre Ordered to keep ſome di- 
ſtance in their Sailing, the better to prevent 
Obſervation : The 'principal was compoſe4 
of Barks of the Built of Fiſher-Boats, to ren- 
der them cſs ſuſpicious 3 the rctt conlitied of 
Brigantines, aftcr the manncr of Priva- 
CCI, 
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Upon the Satturday Morning Elliot received 
Orders to depart the next day, that he might 
arrive within View of the City upon the cloſe 
of the Evening 3 That he ſhould ſpread the 
Flag of Saint Mark, That he ſhould pofleſs 
himſelf of ſome ſmall Iſlands, by which he 
malt neceſſarily paſs, being of no defence, and 
from whence poſſibly might be conveyed 
Intelligence of his Motions 3 That he ſhould 
then boldly preſent himſelf before the two 
Caſtles of Lyde and Malamoceo, for that they 
had no Gariſon within 3 and that he ſhould 
make the beſt of his way between them That 
he ſhould advance to within Cannon-ſhot of 
the City, and ſhould immediately advertiſe 
of his Arrival 3 and, upon the return of the 
Bark that ſhould carry the Tutelligence, the 
Captain would fend them Pilots to Conduct 
them ſafe from the Shoals and Rocks, wherc- 
with Venice is (urrounded, and which render 
the Entry of the Ports impoſſible to thoſe that 
are not well acquainted. 

Whereas the following day would be ne- 
ceſſary to diſpoſe things for Execution at 
Night, Renazl: and the Captain judged it ne- 
ceſſary to hold a tinal Conſultation the E- 
vening, before with che relt of the Complices 3 
Tic Ciprain leaving to Renault to repreſent 
the truc State of Afairs, wand to give the nc- 
«ſlary Adviccs thereypon ; but with all theis 
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diligence they could not have a full Mectiog 
till it was almoſt Night. 

The Aſſembly contiſted of the three French- 
Men that Quartercd with Renazlr, the Licu- 
tenant of the Count de Naſſaw, the three Pe-+ 
tardiers, L' Anglade, the two Officers of the 
Arſenal ; The Captain and Lieutenant that 
had been employed before Nolor , the ewo 
Brulards, Faffier, Robert Theodore the Hollan- 
der, The Sawyard that had been at the Eſcalade 
of Geneva, and the Engincer Revillido. 

Theſe 20 Perſons heing met at the Greeks 
with Renault and the Captainz and having 
retired to the- moſt ſecret Quarter of the 
Houſe, after the neceſſary Cautions cuſtomary 
in theſe Meetings 3 Renault brake Silcnce ; 
He began with a Narrative plain and particu- 
lar of the preſent poſture of Aﬀairs, of the 
Forces of the Republick, and of their own 3 of 
the Diſpoſitions of the City, and of the Fleet 3 
of the preparations of Dox Pedro and the Duke 
of Oſſens 3 of the Arms and other Proviſions 


* of War lodged at the Spaniſh Ambaſſadors 3 of 


the Intelligence they had in the Senate, and 
amongſt the Noblesz in Conclution , of the 
exa& Mcaſures they had taken touching all 
things that importcd their enquiry. 

After having gained the approbation of his 
Auditory by this Recxal, in the truth whereot 
they were all throughly igformecd, and wherc- 
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inthey had becn equally concerned with him- 


ſclf, he continucd his Diſcourſe in the follow- 
ing Terms- 


Thus my Companions, You have before 
you the means deſtined for your Conduct 
to the Glory you purſue , There is none of 
you but can judg if they are ſufficient, 
and aſſured: We are ſecure of infallible 
Methoas for introducing of 10000 Arm- 
ed Men, into a City that cannot make 
200 to Oppoſe us ; and where the Plunder 
will invite to our Party all the Strangers 
that either Curicfity or Commerce hath | 
brought amongſt them , and where their | 
very Subjeds themſelves will Aſſiſt us in 
diſpoiling their Maſters (who have often 
ſpoiled them) upon the Leaſt Proſpect of | 
Impunity. | 

The principal Ships of their Fleet are = 
at our Devotion, and the reſt carry in 
their Boſoms what will quickly reduce 
them to Aſhes : The Arſenal, that famors 
Aricnal, the wonaer of Europe ard ter- 
or of Alia! is as it were already in our 
Pojſcfion: The nzne Brave Perſons here 
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preſent , and that for the ſpace of ſix 


months have had it in their Power to ſeiz 

it, have ſo well taken their Meaſures, du- 

ring this retardment, that they conceive 

there will be no bazard in Anſwering on 

Peril of their Heads, to render themſelvs 

Maſters thereof"; and theugh we ſhould 

fail both of the Troops of the Lazaretto, 
and thoſe of the Continent, of Elliots (it- 
tle Fleet, and the 500 Men from Don 

Pedro, of the 20 Venetian Ships , of 

our Companion, the great Ships of the 
Dake of Oſluna, and the Spanith Army 
tz Lombardy, We ſbould yet be ftrong e- 
nough with the Intelligence we have, and 
the 1000 Men that are Introduced : how- 
beit all theſe different ſupplies that have 
been recited are ſo contrived, that either 
may fail without bringing the leaſt da- 
mage to the reſt ; th:y may exceedingly 
fortify each other by their help, but can 
never annoy, It is almoſt impoſſible that 
they ſhould not all take effect, and one alone 
is ſufficient. That after having practiſed 
all the Caution humane prudence can ſug- 
® | | MO get, 
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eft, Tadoment may be trade of the fuc- 
5; en. hath d-tined is. ha Fe- 
ftimony now can we hope of her Favour, 
that would mt fall ſhort of thoſe we have? 
Yes my Friends ! They contain manifeſtly 
ſomething of Prodigy: Hiftory has no Pre- 
cedent f an Enterprize of this ratare, 
where the diſcovery of a part has not de- 
tected the whole , and ours hath Flood the 
Trial of feve Accidents, wherein the leaſt 
in all tlmane appearance , indaygered 
Ruine : who woald not have believed but 
. the boſs / Spinofa, who traced our ſteps, 
would have been our perdition! That 
the diſmiſſion of the Troops of Leiveiſtein 
that had all avowed our Service, had not 
difeloſed what we held concealed : That 
the defeat of the little Fleet, had not 
broken all our Meaſures, and been aplen- 
tiful Spring of new Miſchiefs * That the 
diſcovery of Crema, and that of Maran, 
ſhould not of neceſſity have diſcovered the 
whole Party: All theſe Accidents have 
occurred without effect ;, They have not 
purſued the Tratk that 'would have con- 
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Q auzed them to us, nor have improved the 
hints they might have colleted thence. 
Never did Repoſe ſo profound precede aCa- 
lamity ſo great : The Senate we are the- 
, > rowlyinſlruitedin; The Senate ic in per- 
| feet Security: Our good Fortgne hath 
' blinded the miſt guick-fighted of all Man- 
| kind, fortified the mojt fearful, charmed 
| the moſt ſuſpeitful , and confounded the 
| woſt ſubtile. | 
3 We are yet alive, my dear Friends, 
| | aud more PR thaz before theſe Diſ- 
aſters, which have been the proof's only of 
our Conſtancy. | 
| We yet live, axd our Life ſhall quickly 
prove fatal to theſe Tyrants: can a felict- 
ty ſo extraordinary, ſo perſevering, be na- 
tural: Have we not ſome ground of pre- 
* ſumption, that it is the Work of ſome 
| Power exalted above the Common Level 
| of humane thought * and indeed , my 
' Friends, what can there be upon Earth, 
worthy Divine Protection, if what we un- 
dertake doth not challenge it : We deſtroy 
the moft deteſtable of all Governments , 
n F 4 and 
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and reſtore ſo many poor Subjects of the 
State that groan eternally under the Op- 
preſſion of an Avaritious Nobility, We 
ſecure the Honour of ſo many Women . as 
would one day be born under their Domini- 
0n, qualified for their Pleaſure and Lux- 
wry. We redeem an infinite number of 
miſerable Wretches, which their Cruelty 
expoſes a Sacrifice to their leaſt reſent- 
ments upon the flendercſt Motive : Ina 
word, We puniſh 'the moſt Criminal of 
all Mankind, equally nurſt up with Vices 
which Nature abhors, and with thoſe ſhe 
cannot ſuffer without Shame. 

Let us then without Reluitancy with 
Fire and Sword endeavour to extermi- 
pate thoſe Tyrants ; and when we ſhall 
behold the Palace where Impicty.ſitson the 
Throne, flaming with aFire, rather from 
Heaven than Ours,thoſe Tribunals ſtained 
by the Tears and Sufferings of the Inno- 
cent conſumed by devouring Flames, The 
furious Soldier unſheathing his reaking 
Dagger from the Boſom of the Wretched, 
Death diſperſed throf;h all Quarters, 
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+ and all that the Night and a Soldiers fury 

can produce to compleat a ſpectacle of hor- 

ror, let us then call to mind , my dear 

Friends, that there is nothing pure a- 

} mongit Men, that the muſt eligible things 

have the greateſt allays ; and to concluat, 

in exchange of the many Enormities under 

which this unfortunate Country labours, 

the Diſorders of the approaching Night 

, are the only means to Crown themwith 
| Peace, Fuſtice, and Liberty for ever. 

This Diſcourſe was reccived by the reſt, 

with that approbation which we ulually be- 

{iow on opinions luitzble to our own > How- 

beit Renault that ftudicd ther Faces, remarkt 

in Faffier, one of the Captains mott intimate 

Friends, a ſudden tranſportment 3 from a 

moli protound attention, to a dilorder, whicl 

he cndeavourcd in vain to cover, {omething, 

4 fill remaining in his Looks of Sadneſs and 

Surprize 3 which betraycd a Spirit labouring 

undcr the molt violent Reluctancy. This 

Renault ob(erved to the Captain, who at firlt 

laught at his ſuſpicion, but vbſcrving Fafficr 

with ſome diligence, became at length almolt 

of the ſame Blick. 

Renault, that w& a good Interpreter of the 

Faculties, and knew hgw to vaJuc the fſccrct 
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movements of the Soul from the leaſt exterior 
hiot that cſcapes upon any violent agitation of 
the Mind, having maturcly conſidered what 
he had read in bang Countenance, thought 
it his Daty todeclare to the Captain his Opt- 
nion that he was not to be truſted. The Cap- 
tain , who knew Faffier to be one of the bra. 
veſt Men bving, accuſed his Judgment of Vio- 
lence and precipitation, but Renault obſtinate 
in the ſultitication of his ſuſpicion, explained 
himſelt with ſo Judicious Reaſon and Argu- 
ment, that though the Captain was not ſo 
nearly touched as he, yet he was at leaſt con- 
vinced that Faffier was a Man to be obſerved 
but withal he replied to Renal: that though 
Faffrer ſhould be a little ſhaken, (which he 
could not tell how to believe) he would not 
have leiſure enough by the Morrow to delibe- 
Tate upon his reſolution of betraying them ; 
But on the whole, that conſidering the poſture 
into which their affairs were ripened, there 
was no room to reſolve upon new Methods 3 
and that they could not avoid embarking up- 
on the Execution with all the hazard. 
Renanlt replycd, there was yet one certain 
way to ſecure them, and that was to Ponyard 
him themſelves that Night 3 upon which 


Propoſition the Captain remained ſome time | 


1m ſuſpence, but in the &nd replyed, That he 
could not reſolve on the death of one of his bei 
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friends,upon the hare motive of ſuſpicion; that 
a kind of Reſolution might have very many 
evil Conſequences z that he was tender of dil- 
compoſing the minds of the reſt, and becom+ 
tag odious to them; and confidercd as one 
that challenged anEmpire over them 3 and pre- 
tended a ſovercign juriſdiction of life & death: 
That it was not co bc hoped that they could 
comprehend fo clearly the neceflity of killing 
Faffier as themſclves did, and that not being 
ſo poſſett, cach Conſpirator could not but con- 
ſidor with regret, his Life cxpoſed upon the 
leatt hint, or imagination that ſhould occur z 
And that fince-cvery Man was now under the 


| molt Violent agi:ations of Spirit, the flendereſt 


Accident might occation a Revolution, and 
that 'in ſuch a polture of Afﬀairs the leaft 
Change was of infinite importance, for that 
they had 'bat the twoextrcam Paths now to 
fread, that in caſe «they ſhould endeavour to 
conceal the Reaſon ot Faffier”s abſence, that 
would beget a worſc'{ufpicion, that he is dif. 
covered,and cither a'Priſoncr, or their Enemy; 
and what rca(on or pretext ſocver they could 
forge tor his abſence upon the'Evening of the 
Execution, bcing appcinted to fo principal a 
Charge, it-would not choote but much inti- 
midate the reſt, and ſuggctt mclancholly and 
doubtful apprchentions/ Rexault was atten- 
tixcly harkning to, the Captain's Diſcourſe, 
| Ny when 
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when one of thtir people entred the Room f 
with an Order of the Senate which they had 
Juſt reccived tor the Embarking on the Mor« 
row, all the Officers of the Fleet 5 bringing 
alſo with him a Note from the Spaniſh Am- 
baſſador, which explained to them the Rea» 
ſon of their Embarking. 

The Duke of Offena could not Conceal his | 
Departurc fo ſecretly from Naples to joyn | 
with his great Fleet, but the: Spies of the Re» | 
publick got the Wind of it: But he having | 
lefe Order that no correſpondence by Letter, 
or Couricr, ſhould be permitted with Venice 
till ſuch a ſpace ot time 3 The Venetians had 
not till then got any Advice of his Departure, 

The Arch-Duke being newly cleQted King 
of Bobemia, had demanded Aids of the Duxe | 
againſt the Rebels of that Kingdom, which 
were drawing together about that time, and | 
the Vice-King having Proclaimed that he | 
would conduct theſe Succors by way of the 
Gulph, to ſome Port of the Arch-Dukes on 
the Coaſt of Itriz, The Venetians had beſought 
him by Mcdiation of the Prince himſelf, to 
take ſome other Courſe. But he who never 
governed himlclt by the currant Sentiments 
ot the reſt of Mankind, fo ſoon as they had 
Intimation of his Departure, did not at all 
doubt but it had beerk®#an Order to the Con- | 
ducting thoſe Succers in Perſon by the way he 
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had rcſolved : they were determincd not to 
Diſpute his Paſſage, which they might have 
done, becauſe they would avoid all Occafiors 
of a Breach : they concluded therctore only 
to diſpatch their Fleet, with Order co he 
upon the Coaſt of Jtria, where he was to 
diſcmbark his Troops, to have an Eye upon 
his Motions , and to prevent the Temptation 
the Proſpect of thcir Maritime Towns in his 
Paſſage might ſuggeſt, The tirmett Refoluti- 
on Man's Nature is capable of, ſprings for 
the molt part from the firongelt Imagination 
of the Danger he is to Incur, by Vertue of 
which Imagination, the Soul in the end bc- 
comes familiar with the Circumſtances ot thar 
Danger, how frightful toever it might ſen 
at firlt fight, attcr Duty contidercd 3 but alto 
this tteadincſs of Reſolution is ſo united to 
theſe Circumitances, that in Cale any of thun 
ſhould chance to change upon the point of 
Exccution, tis odds but it begets a wavering 
in our RefoJutiors alſo : This was what gave 
Renault and the Captain ſome apprchentions 
touching their Companions upon the occatt- 
on of their Embarking (0 uncxpect<dly, upon 
the Venetian Fleet, Which News was very 
unwclcome, in that they conjectured there- 
upon they thould be contiraincd to alter furnc- 
thing of the Mcthpd of proceeding as they 


had adjulicd preparatory to the Exccution of 
hn , -# #2: -0 


4 
\ &S 8 +a 


» 


94 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards 


their Enterprize 3 nor could they prevent it, 
by inſtantly Engaging, The Night being too 
far advanced, and it would be day ere they 
could give Advice to the lirtle-Fleet, to Or+ 
der thcir approach to be within Cannon-Shot 
of the Town, in Order to the firſt Scene of 
the Tragedy, and before they could give In- 
timation to the Troops at the Lazareito- On 
the morrow the Venetian-Fleet was to Sail, and 
in Caſe they ſhould Order Elliot to Advance, 
he would certainly be diſcovered by the Boats 
that would beall that day holding Correſpon- 
dence between the Flect and the Town. The 
Courſe they were to ſteer proved the moſt fa- 
vourable to the Conſpirators they could wiſh, 

being dire&ly contrary to Elliot?s Station and 
upon mature debate, it was concludcd beſt to 
give then leiſure till chey were got a conve- 
nient diſtance. The dithculty was, to Reſolve 
whether the Captain L' Anglade, the three 
Petardiers, and the others that had Charge 1n 
the Flcet, ſhould obcy the Inſtructions of che 

Senate 3 Their Alliance was indiſpcnſably 
neceſſary at Venice, in Order to the Exccucion, 
and abcve all the Captains, howbeit, his ab- 

ſence trom the Fleet appearcd the greateli dif- 
ticulty 3 The Charactcr he had there, rendring 

him more conlpicuous than al the other party, 
who having for the moti art 1mployment in 

the Veſſels in his own Squadron, he would 
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be able to ſupply the want of the reſt by his 
ſingle Authority, and prevent even the nutice 
of their Abſence. The Refult of this Con- 
ference was, That the Captain ſhould Em- 
barque with only L' Anglade, whoſe bulinc(s 
together with that of the three Petardters, de- 
pended immediately on the General, howbeic 
they were reſolved to run any hazard rather 
than permit their departure: the General upon 
the Captains coming aboard,demanded where 
they were ? who replied he believ'd they had 
concealed themſelves in Venice among the Cur. 
tizans, together with other Officers of hig 
Veſſels which he could not tind, and was ſo 
preſt to his departure that he had not lciſure 
to ſeck them. The Orders of the Senate 
were ſo peremptory for the Sailing of the 


; Fleet, thar the General had not leiſure at firſt 
| to confider upon ſending to find them our, 
; and now could lefs attend their ſearch. Upon 
| the Captains Embarking, he took Faffier alide, 
| particularly to Conjure him to Hill his place 


near Renault upon the Night of Execution ; 
he ſuperadded the aſſurance they had in his 
Condu@t and Courage, without which conti- 
dence he had never been drawn to ablent 
himſclt, and that he concluded his {ccond=ſclt 
remained with his Companions, whillt Faffier 
was among them : dyying this Diſcourſe the 
Captain obſerved him diligently , but he 
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charm'd with ſo many Teſtimonies of Eſteem 
and Reſpe& they had for him, replyed with 
{o much appearance of Zeal, Fidclity, and Ac- 
knowledement, that would have contirmed 
the molt ſuſpicious Man living» But this 
was the lali fit of his dy ing Refolution, which 
expircd upon his Fricuds departurc : and his 
abſence, whoſe conlideration alone could fup- 
port him, now abandoned him wholly to his 
incertitude. The dcfcription Renault had 
made of the Night of Exccution towards 
the end of iis harangue, had ſo affected him, 
that he could no longer ſubdue his compaſſion, 
his Inagination added an Elcgancy to the 
Picture, aud deſcribed in the livelicft Colours 
all the Crueltics, and certain Violcnces, inci- 
dent to ſuch occations 3 trom that moment, his 
Fars were ever Aſlaultcd with the Crics of 
Intants trampled under Foot, the Groans of 
old, Men expiring with their Wounds, the 
Shricks of Ravithe Women 5 his Eycs beheld 
nothing but Pallaccs in Ruines, Temples in 
Flamcs, Holy places protancd, and Violatcd 
Venice the fad, the deplorable Fence, was till 
in his Viewz no more the Trivumphant as in 
time patt, over the O1taman Fortune, and the 
Span Infolence, but in Cinders, or in Ru- 
ines immertt morc in the Blood of her [n- 
habitants, than in the Watcrs that ſurround 
her. This funcſi Image haunted him night 
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and Day, follicited him, preſt, and at length 
% ſhook him : In vain he calls up his Courage to 

banilh' it, more obſtinate than all the Poets turies;z 
interrupting ; his Repaſt, troubling his Repoſc, 
and-ſtealing into even his very Dreams.But to be- 
tray all his Friends, and ſuch friends! ſo brave ! 
| ſo prudent ! fo lingular in the reſpective Talents 
wherein they excell'd! *T would be the work of 
| many ages to unite again ſuch a number of extra- 
| ordinaryMeu,at aconjuncture wherein they were 
| upon xcndring themſelves memorable to the latt 
| polterity: Shall he cclipſe theGlory of reaping the 
0 | matureti Fruic,ot the moſt exalted Reſolution that | 
© | hath been ever conceived by the Spirit oft Man ? & 
S | And how ſhall they pcriſh ? by Torments more 
- | ſingular & exquiſite than what all the Tyrants of 
15 | ot paſt Ages had ever invented ? Whois ignorant 
that in Venice there is a ſort of Priſon more capa- 
of | ble of ſhaking the ſtrongeſt Reſolution, than all 
\c | the Pomp of the molt frighttul Executions of 0- 
Id | ther Countries. Theſ: lait refleqions, which al- 
faulted Faffier upon his weak Side, reduced him 
to ſome reaſſurance. The concern he had enter- 
tained for his Companions, had a little prevailed 
upon his pitty for the Deſolation of Venice, and 
under theſe terms of irrc{olution he continued 
vt- | until the Fealt of Aſcenſion; to which time they | 
1” | had reſpited the Execution. On the Morning, | 
they received advice frzm theCaprain,who afſurcd 
zMt | them he would anſwer for the Fleet > That th:y | 
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were bound towards Maran; and that at the ſame 
rime they ſent to the Lazaretto for the Troops of 
Loveftein, they ſhould diſpatch a Boat of Advice 
to him, which he would await in order to his 
attempting what was to be done on his part. 
They had now difpatcht to E!lios the Pilots 
they had promiſed : they had introduced into 
the Bell-Tower of the Procuratie of St. Mark the 
People that had been appointed to that 
Poft, who being acquainted with thoſe that held 
the Guard, ſhould tupefy them with certain pers 
parations they had 'made, to mingle withthe) 
Meat and Drink, whereof by reafon of the ſolem- 
vity of the Feaft they might oblige them 'to cat 
and drink plentitully. Orders were diftributed 
fo the rc{pe&tive Officers, they had choſm'to at- 
taque ſuch of the Senators m cheirHoufes as were 


molt to bc ſufpedted, and kill them. To theſe 


each had his Houſe aſſigned him, alſo everyiprin- 
cipal Conſpirator and Officer, had his Poft ap- 
pointed him, the number of Men he was to 
Command, and the Watch-Word accuftomary : 
They Had alſo fent orders to-the Troops in the 
Lazarett», and to the Spantiards in the liceleFleet, 
explaining by what methods they ſhould diſperte 
thc i{clves upon their Landingat the place of St. 
Mark, winch was the general Rendezvouz: The 
Places they were to poſſeſs, the Leaders they 
wceietn tollow, and the Ward alſo for their con- 
duct. They alfo caufgd the 'Galley-foiſt of the 
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Council of Ten to be Surveyed by people unſuſ- 
pected, and found the Artillery ſhe had aboard 
for their 'purpoſe. Faffier had the curiofity of 
ſeeing the — of the Dukes Eſpouſal of 
the Sca, it being likely to be the laft 3 and there 
his compaſſion is reivforced upon the profpeRt of 
thoſe publick rejoycings. The tranquillity where- 
in he beheld © unfortunate Venetiazs, excited 
anew his concern for their haſtning perdition, 
ril! at length he became more wavcring than ever. 
But to conclude, Heaven would not þ $907 ob the 
work of twelve. Ages, and of fo many able Ma- 
ſters to the fury of a Courtezan, and a Troop of 
deſperate Men. 

The good Genjus of the Republick ſuggeſted 
to Faffier an expedient wheteby he concluded he 
might ſave altogether, both Venice and his Com- 
panions: He therefore finds out Bartholomew 
Comino, Secretary to the Council of Tex 3 tcl- 
ling him he had a matter of State, of extraordi- 
nary importance to communicate, but that he 
would firſt have the Dukes and Councils afſu- 
rance of Grace and Pardon, whercin they ſhould 
tye themſelves with all the Religious arid Holy 
Citcutnſtances poſfible, to ratify by the Senate 
what they ſhould promiſe 3 which Grace was the 
Life of twenty two Perſons which he ſhould no- 
minate,let the Crimes be never ſo nonttrous; That 
otherwiſe all the TRments they could infli& , 


&ovld never be able togdraw a word ftom hig 
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Mouth. The Ten were thereupon immediately 
aſſembled, and Ordered a Commiittce to wait ups 
cn the Duke to receive ftiom him the Parole Faffier 
had demanded, wherein he complyed with the 
ſame readincſs they had done before 3 and then 
Faffier, tully ſatished in what he went about, diſ- 
covered to them the whole Conſpiracy. The 
Story was fo full of horror and wonder, that it 
was too big for their Belict 3 howbeit it being 
calie to verify ſome of the Particulars, Comino 
was immediately diſfatcht to the Bell-Tower of 
the Procuratic, and reports that he found the 
Guards wholly drunk or aſlcep then they ſent 
to the Arſenal, where it was long ere they could 
hvd the Officers that were concerned : but in 
the end, one ofthe Scrvants afrightned with the 
Threatnings wherewith they menaced him, dif- 
covercd to them a ſmall Wicket which they forccd 
open, aftcr they had long knockt in vain there 
they found them with the 'three Petardiers, 
employcd upon hniſhing the five Fire-works that 
were dcttined for the Execution : they were 
ask'd what made them work upon ſo emincnt a 
Fealt-day, and why thcy made no anſwer upon 
thcir knocking ſo long at the dooz? To which they 
r.plycd with much preſence of Wit; "That the 
Petardicrs beivg to depart on the morrow to- 
wards the Ficet, and that the General had com- 
mandcd them to pre pare a guantity of Firc-works 
putt xczdy tobe put in ulc, and that not having, 
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a ſufficient quantity ready made, they had in» 
treated the others to aſſiſt them to compleat that 
Quantity : That the Aﬀair ſeeming to them of 
ſome importance, they conceived it their duty 
'for once to diſpence with the Solemnity of the 
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» Day 3 and thebetter to follow their Work with- 
; out ſcandal], they had ſhut theraſelves up as they 
tound them into the molt retired place of the Ar- 
| fenal, which they had choſen for that purpoſe. 
Although Comino could find nothing to Reply to 
t this Confeſſion, yet he was careful to contine them 
E£ | all Priſoners: The Ten more and morc amazed, 
t i diſpatcht them to the Greek, Courtezans,but there 
d | they found nobody 3 thoſe that were appointed 
n to debauch the Guards in the Bcll Tower, hav- 
[- ing fained themſelves aflcep amongſt the rett, up- 
{- on Comixo's appearing, among them, did upon his 
d departurc immediatly haften to the Greeks, where 
rc they gave the Alarum fo warmly, that upon the 
S, very moment N»lot, Robert, Revillido, Retroſt, 
at | Villa Mezz ma, Durand, Ternon, and Robert Bru- 
re | Hard that by accident were there, fled, and cm- 
a ' harkt themſelves in a Boat they had retained at 
>N the Rialto Bridg, for the Tranſportation of che 
cy Troops at the Lazaretto, and happily made their 
hc eſcape out of Town. The diſpleaſure the Vene- 
0- tians took at their miſhag them, put them upon 
m- | reſolutions of viſiting the Ambaſſadors Houſes of 
ks France and Spain, without further delay 3 they 
DP, eherctore made civil demand of Admitſton, upon 
a ® : t ; bulincls 
4 ' mn d n 
» __ 


102 A Conſpiracy of the Spaniards, 
buſineſs that imported the Service of the Repwh- 
lick, : The French Ambaſſador made no ſcruple 
to admit them, and Renault was apprehended, 
and led away together with Lawrence Brulard and 
Bribe. But the Ambaſſador of Spazz, very ſbarp- 
ly allcdged the priviledg of his Character, and 
with much importment proteſted againſt the yio- 
tence they offered, when he perceived they would 
force their Paſſage : Upon their cutry they found 
Arms for above 500 Men, 60 Petards, together 
with a very great quantity of Powder & Fire- 
works,and ſuch-like Preparations 3 whereof they 
drew up an exa& Inventory,himſelf being preſent 
mocking at their Curioſity. Upon their carry- 
ing this Inventoxy to the Council of Ten 3 a No- 
ble-man of the Houſe of Valierg arrived, bring- 
ing with him Brainvill and Theodore, two of the 
Principal Con(pirators : Theſe upon intimation 
the Plot was diſcovercd, and deſpairing to ſave 
thamſclves by flight, the Gates being all guard- 
ed upon their eſcaping frem the m_ —— 
pon another courſe, and feigning to diſcover the 
nſpiracy, ſought out this Noble-man, whom 
they had known in Flanders, that he might car- 
xy them before the Council of Ten where they 
were ſecured, In the mean time a general Search 
was tmade through all theTaverns,Inns,Lodgings 
of hirc, Brothel-houſes, and whereſocver Strang- 
ers might be ſuppoſed to gonceal themſelves ; 
ſeizing on all the Officers they found, of Halands 
oi 
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French, Spaniards, Walloons, Neopolitans, or 
; Millanois, to the number of near 400. Amidſt 
theſe Tranſactions; two Daxphinois arrived from 
| Orange, Booted and Spurred, juſt as they had cait 
' themſelves from their Poli-Horſles into the Boat 
» that conducted them thither 3 theſe declared to 
the Council of Ten, that fome Frenchb-men of 
| their acquaintance had written them from Vexice, 
| That if they had an inclination to enrich them- 
| ſelves, they need but haſten to Venice, where 
there was a Confſpizacy juſt upon execution to 
| ſarprize the whole Cicy, and expoſe it co Pillage, 
 & that they were come with all poſſtbe diligence, 
to make diſcovery of this Treaſon, inſtead of 
being ſharers therein : they were received with 
than and honourably cntertained, and in- 
treated to take their repoſe whillt the Senate 
ſhould conſider upon a fitting reward for their 
Service. 

By this tirne it was day, and the Scnate afſem- 
bled, and the Marquis of Bedamar demanded Au- 
dience, which mm curioſity only was granted 
him. The noiſe of the Conſpiracy was by this 
time diſperſed throughout the City, and begat 
a general conſternation among the Inhabirants 3 

o having attained only an imperfe&t account 
| that the Spaniards were the Authors, they imme- 

diatly beſet the Ambaſſadors Palace to force it, 

and were juſt upon ptting fire to ic, when the 


zuard that was to conduct him to his Audience 
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arrived z' who making their Commiſſion known, 
the People flattered with hopes the Senate would 
make him a publick example, permitted him' to 
come out alone, conducting him with all the 
Imprecations and Indignities imaginable. _ 
lhe Ambaſſador being admitted into the Se- 
nate, began his Speech, with a moſt angry com- 
plaint againſt the violence had been committed 
upon his Houſe againit the common right of Na- 
tions z he accompanicd his Complaints with me- 
naces of Revenge, ſo fierce and violent, that the 
Major part of the Senators were ſtruck with Con-. 
ſternation, #nd apprehended he had yet recourſe 
to means whereof they were -yct ignorant, to put 
his Enterprize in execution. The Duke replycd, 
That ſome excuſe might be contrived for theOut= 
rage, it any 1caſon could be given tor thoſe Pre. 
parations of War that had been found in his 
Houſe, who bcing an Ambaſſador, ought to be 
a Minitter of Peacc : To which he replyed, That 
he wondered people reputed fo wiſe, thould be 
yet ſo disingenuous, to inſult to his Face upon 
a pretext {o frivolous; That they knew as well 
as himſclt, that all choſe Provitions were but de- 
polited in his Houle, as at other times he had 
practiicd, to be ſent to Naples and Tyrole 3 as to 
the Arms, *twas the gencral Opinion that the 
beltin the World were made by the Subjects of 
the Republickz and for gle Firc-Works, &c. 
the occation ot f.me excellent Work-men in that 
on, * © 
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Art, thathad been preſented him, had engaged 
him to employ, them out of curioſity :- The 
Duke interrupting him, ſaid, thoſe Work-Men. 
were Villains, or rather Monſters, born to the 
eternal ſhame of humanerace 3 and, upon theſe. 
words, preſented the Ambaſſador with a Letter 
of Credence for the Governour of Milan, which 
they had tound among Renault's Papers, with 0- 
ther Letters of the Duke of Ofſunz. The Am- 
baſſador replyed, that for the Duke of Oſſuna he 
had always declared that he would never be ac- 
comptable for any proccedings of his : As to the 
Letter of Credence,it was truc the Ambaſſador of 
France had ſome time lince recommended aGen- 
tleman to him-, that ſtood in necd of his Favour, 
upon ſome pretenſion he had in Milan, and that 
upon that motive he had given him his Letter, 
which was the {ame they preſcnted to him, but 
was utterly ignorant the Republick was at all jn- 
tercfied in the affair. The Duke perceiving by 
his Replies, that the Ambaſſador would never 
want -fair Apologies, contented hinſclf to repre- 
{cnt to him with much gravity thc foulncts or 
his Enterprize3 and concluded, protctting cir 
they were all far from tuſpecting the King his 
Maſter had the leaſt part therein ; The Amibaſe 
ſador upon that Remonſtrance, anſwer'd with all 
the Emportment of an honeſt Man, whoic Ho- 
nour is unjulily-attagqu'dz That he was of a Na- 
tion to which Tous and Prudence were lonu- 
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enral, that there could be no need of recourſe to 
Secret Practices, to deftroy their Enemies 3 That 
the King his Maſter was a Prince of Power, ſufe 
ficient to fubdue them by open force, without 
theAſſiftance of Treaſons and Confpiracies, which 
poſhbly they might ſoon find to their Coſt 3 upon 
thefe words he briskly withdraws without ob- 
ferving the leaſt Ceremony 3 thoſe that conduRt- 
ed him, conjured him to retire for fome ſpace in- 
toa Neighbouring Apartment, until the Senate 
ſhould take neceffary care for his Preſervation: he 
without any reply conſented to the Propofition, 
and boiling with rage retired whitherſoever they 
pleaſed to conduR him. 

In the mean time the People had drawn toge- 
ther in theMarkct-place,to aſfaffino him,in caſe the 
Senate ſhould acquit him: But a Guard being ſent 
fo ſecure the embarking of his Servants, and the 
moſt vatuable of his Moveables, he was himſelf 
therupon conducted by ſom obſcure way through 
the Palace,on board aBrigantinez by which,under 
the protection of a good Convoy, he got away. 
The People enraged at his Eſcape, made Efhigies 
both of him ny the Duke of Offiena, treating 
them with the ſame Indignitics they would have 
done to their Perſons, had they been in their pow- 
er- Upon the ſame inſtant was diſpatcht Orders 
to the General of their Fleet, to cauſe P Anglade, 
the Captain Faques Pierre, art all the Officers of 
the Confpiracy, which thy Captain had on vw We. 
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his Ships, to be immediately drown*d : but upon 
expectation that they would be upon their 
Guard, they made choice of a Veſſel for this meſ- 
ſage the moſt izmproper they could light on, and 
equipt her fo, as to hinder all manner of ſuſpi- 

. cion that ſhe came from thence; Ordering her alſo 

| to ſteer aCourle with fo great compals about,that 

| ſhe ſhould ſeem of all others, leaſt bound from the 

| Place outof which ſhe ſailed. Information was 

| afterwards made that the Captain had been in a 

readinels all the night, and that having obſerved 

the arriyal of that Veſſel, he retired into the mid 

of his Squadron, as if he had been in ſome ſuſpi- 

_ cionof the truth, and was willing to be in a po+ 

| fiure of defence in cafe he ſhould be betrayed: But 

*tis to be thought that he unwilling to hazard the 

danger of diſcovery upon what might prove only 

a bare panick fear, took ſome time to deliberate 

ifit were fit todeclare, whilſt the General who 

loſi not one moment of time, diſpatcht two pere 

ſous on board him, the leaſt ſuſpicious he could z 

who appcaring without any Arms, were admit» 

ted to his Cabbin, where finding him alone 3c- 

.  colted him with an air of much indifference, and 

| ſtabbing him, threw him into the Sea, without 

the leaſt noiſe: L'A4n » and 40 of his Oth- 

cers were ſerved in the ſame ſort, with all the 
expedition imaginable, and the like ſecrecy. 

In the mean timc #Renawlt is examined at Ve- 
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demanded 3 they -ſhew him the Letter of Cre- | 
dence to Don Pedro, a Paſport in Spaniſh, Bills | 
of Exchange for contiderable Sums of Money, 
and 1000 Piſtols in ready Gold : Upon which 
he replyed, That he neither knew the Ambafſ3- 
dor of Spain, nor the Governour of Milan; fo 
that in caſe any could be found among his Papers, 
that led them to thoſe Inquiries, it muſt needs 
be that ſome. body had maliciouſly put them 
there. They brought him to the Rack, and | 
gave him thequeſtion ordinary and extraordina- | 
ry,: to which he anſwered nothing that was new, 
only that he was a Poor, Honeti Gentleman of 
Quality and Honour, and that God would be 
his Revenge : The Rack was (everal days toge- 
ther preſented him, with promiſe of his Life in 
caſe he would but confels what he knew, but all 
©o no purpole 3 and atter having ſuftcred all their 
ways of torment, he was in the end ftrangled 
i the Priſon, and after expoſed in publick for 
a Traytor, hanging by one Leg. The Lieutenant 
of theCount de Naſſuw,the three Petardiers, Bribe, 
Lanrence,Brulard, and the two Officers of the Ar- | 
fſenal, were all ſo:ltrangled, atter having ſuffered 
the queſtion with the ſame conltancy : Bur 
Brainvil and above Zoo Othcers were only ftrang- 
led, or ſecretly drowned. 

In the mean time Faffier in deſperation upon 
the diſmal ſucceſs ot his Compatſion, loudly 


complained of the breachvaf promiſe of the Du | 
el promiſe the Hulge 
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and Council, touching the Ptefervation of his 
Companions.; 'Fhey had not indeed failed ' but 
upon deliberate advicez many were of opinion 
it ſhould be religiouſly obſerved othcrs concluded 
it doubtſul in caſe. they had not received any in- 
timation but by Faffier : But'the two Dauphinois 
that alſo diſcovercd it, puit the Senate upon the 
ſame reſolution, as it Faffirr had not done any 
thing therein 3 to which refoJution they were the 
rather led, for the greater horror, and example 
tothe-Publick, albcit much might have been urg- 
ed to the. contrary z they endeavourcd therefore 
tro appeaſe Faffier, by all means polliblez tendring, 
him both Moncy and Employment, which he 
xetuſed, obitinately perlilting in his fruitleſs de> 
mand of the Lives of his Companions, and in 
the end left the City inconſolable tor their Sutffer- 
ings, which the Senate coming, to underſtand, 
ordered him to delert their Statc within the 
ſpace of three days, on pain of death, and 4000 _ 
Chiquins tor whofocver ſhould take him. The 
rcſentments- ot his Pitty tor his Companions re- 
doublcd upon every Reflection that himiclt was 
the Author of their Death 3 he conlidered by the 
way that the Enterprize of Breſſis was yct in a 
condition of taking <tIcct, and the detne of Re- 
venge upon the Scuate,carricd him to that Town, 
where he was hardly arrived whcn the Ten hav- 
ing, dilcovercd by \pme Papers of the Coulpira- 
corsz Troops Werc invpediatcly dilpatcht to pot- 
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ſeſs the Principal Poſts, and to put to the Sword | 
ſuch Spaniards as had been Introduced: Jr 
was taken Prifoner fighting at the Head of the 
Party, as a Man that ſought nothing more than 
to ſell his Life at a greater rate than ordinary, 
who bcing ſome few days after ſent to Venice , 
was there drown'd the day after his Arrival. 

The Death of this unfortunate Wretch perfe- 
Qtcd the eſtabliſhment of tranquillity in that great 
City. 
The firſt care of the Senate was to demand an- 
other Ambaſſador from Madrid ; Don Lewis Bravo 
was ſoon nominated for that Employment, with 
Order to depart immediately, the Marquis of 
Bedamar giving him (according to cuftom) In- 
rucions which were reducible almolt to two 
Heads : The twiſt was, That the new Ambafſa- 
dor ſhould lowly and publickly blame the Con- 
duct of his Predeceſſor, and ſhould affet a Me- 
thod quite different in his own, evenin matters 
of the greateſt Indifference. The other was, That 
in all Aﬀairs that ſhould occur, touching the 
Rights and Prchcminences of the Republick, he 
ſhould conſult above all things, Squittinio della 
liberta Veneta, to which the Marquis of Bedamar 
refers him.upon ſeveral Points mentioned in thoſe 
Inttructions, and in terms howbeit obſcure, yet |, 
evidencing the Paternal Kindneſs he had for that 
Libel. : oo = it was decreed by Proclamati- 
on, and ſound of Trumaet, through the whol 
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4 | PenetianStatc, that none ſhould preſume on pain 
of death, to impute the leaſt ſhare of the Con- 
ſpiracy, cither to his Catholick Majeſly or his 
n SubzeRs. Thirty Thouſand Ducats were given 
7, to the two Dauphinois, that had come expreſs 
from their own Countrey to diſcover the Conſpi- 
Tacy. 

- Don Pedro finding matters now palt all hopes, 
t | diſmiſt quite his Troops and ſurrendred Perſeil; 
the Duke of Ofſwna generouſly provided for the 
4 Wife and Children ot the Captain, ſetting them 
, at liberty 3 and the Marquis of Bedamar reccived 
2 | Orders from Spain to depart and ſerve as Princi- 
f | pal Miniſter in Flanders, and ſome years after 
; from Rome a Cardinals Hat. 
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